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First, let me say how much I appreciate the 
compliment of being asked to present a paper 
to your Division—perhaps the long distance I 
have been asked to travel adds weight to the 
compliment, 

I welcome the opportunity of bringing cer- 
tain aspects and phases of veterinary 
radiography to your notice, for I have felt for 
some time that there was an urgent need for 
attention to be focused on the proper use of 
this valuable aid to diagnosis. There is a real 
danger that if radiography is abused it will 
fall into disrepute. The sceptic is a far safer 
man from the point of view of professional 
radiography than the enthusiast. It seems 
inevitable that veterinary radiography must 
suffer from the enthusiasm of those with little 
technical knowledge, who make claims for 
veterinary radiology that are, at present, 
beyond the bounds of possibility. 

In 1932, in a paper dealing with urine 
analysis, I said: ‘ The relative positions of urine 
examination and X-ray examination appear to 
be similar in that they should follow and not 
precede a thorough clinical examination. Both 
X-ray examination and urine examination are 
valueless without a knowledge of the clinical 
aspect of the case.”” My experience since then 
confirms the views expressed in that paragraph 
and I believe the need for stressing this point 
is still more urgent to-day. 

Oxspring in his valuable paper on “ Veter- 
inary Radiology” stresses the same points in 
these words: “ Radiology is without doubt a 
great aid to diagnosis and certain conditions 
can be recognised by its use, but it cannot be 
too strongly emphasised that it does not replace 
clinical observations from which the final 
verdict must come.” The next two sentences 
in his paper are equally significant; ‘In 
realising its many advantages we must never 
lose sight of the fact that radiology also has 
its limitations. Certain conditions cannot be 
diagnosed by X-rays.” I am convinced that 
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these facts, so clearly set forth by Oxspring, 
are not sufliciently realised by those who make 
use of X-ray examinations in diagnosis. We 
see statements, published from time to time, 
in Which a diagnosis is said to have been 
established by means of an X-ray examination 
-—the film being published—and the evidence, 
said to have been revealed by radiography, 
simply does not exist. Then I quite frequently 
receive X-ray films and am asked to express 
an opinion on the evidence they contain. Many 
of these films are very good, but unfortunately 
a far too substantial proportion are bad, so 
bad that it is quite impossible to interpret 
them. Thirdly, one is asked to make an X-ray 
examination of an animal that from the very 
nature of the request would quite obviously be 
useless. Such requests usually originate from 
the owner, for many of the lay public appear 
to believe that an X-ray set is endowed with 
powers that must be little short of magical. 
As a profession we should discourage unneces- 
sary and useless employment of X-rays, and it 
is our duty to educate the public not only as 
to the value and use of veterinary radiography 
but also as to its limitations. 

Now I do not wish to weary you with a 
technical treatise on electro-physics but there 
are certain points of technique to which I must 
briefly refer, 

First of all, to put it quite frankly, an X-ray 
set must not be employed "in the same way as 
a camera on a holiday; but must be used rather 
in the manner of the portrait photographer, 
each individual exposure being a_ carefully 
planned piece of work designed to show a 
particular part in a definite position.” In many 
instances it is necessary to take films on more 
than one plane, for without doing so a lesion 
may be missed or its accurate location rendered 
impossible. 

There are two sides to radiography, first the 
technical side and secondly the professional— 
in our case the veterinary—side. The ideal 
arrangement may be for one individual to 
possess an adequate knowledge of both sides ; 
failing that, co-operation must exist between 
the radiographer and the veterinary surgeon. 
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The radiographer might be described as a 
person who is trained in the use of X-ray 
apparatus and the production of X-ray films. 
The training he receives enables him to deal 
efficiently with the production of X-ray films of 
human subjects; it is not intended to qualify 
him to interpret radiographs. The radiologist 
might be described as the individual who not 
only has the training in pathology and clinical 
science necessary for the profession to which 
he belongs but also has received sufficient 
training in the theory and practice of the use 
of X-ray apparatus to enable him both to make 
the X-ray examination and interpret the results 
obtained by it. 

As I have defined the terms radiographer 
and radiologist, it is I think well to refer to 
the confusion of terms that exists in the 
descriptions of the product of an X-ray examina- 
tion and I would like to draw your attention 
to a resolution passed at a meeting of the 
Medical Committee of the British Institute of 
Radiology: ‘* After discussion it was unani- 
mously agreed that in referring to the 
photographie product of an X-ray examination 
the word ‘radiograph’ should be used, both 
as a noun and as a verb, in the same way as 
the word ‘ photograph’ is used. It was pointed 
out that this is correct according to the Oxford 
Dictionary.” 

Many of the faults one sees are due to a 
lack of technical knowledge, on the one hand, 
leading to the production of indifferent films; 
for example, tissue in which ossification is not 
well developed requires a much lower kilo- 
voltage than older tissue that is completely 
ossified if a clear picture is desired. On the 
other hand, a lack of knowledge of veterinary 
anatomy and pathology may lead to a wrong 
interpretation of radiographs. As an example 
of the first category there is the film that is 
blackened to the extent that it is impossible 
to see through it, while in the second category 
one is shown films in which there is no 
abnormality and yet the radiographer has 
insisted that there is evidence of an abnor- 
mality. It seems a failing of radiographers 
that they are unwilling to admit that they can 
see nothing abnormal; and when, in addition, 
they lack a knowledge of veterinary anatomy 
their enthusiasm may be very dangerous. As 
an instance, I was shown one film that was 
stated to show hydrothorax with complete 
collapse of one lung and yet both sides of the 
dog’s chest were, on the film, equally trans- 
parent and a clinical examination clearly ruled 
out the existence of hydrothorax. 

Without going into any great detail it is 
well to point out that any given X-ray set has 
a definite limit to its capacity. The small type 
of portable set, though very useful and capable 
of giving good detail owing to its fine focal 
spot, has only a limited output and even with 


) 


fast intensifying screens the exposures must be 
relatively long. Quite satisfactory results may 
be got with the lower parts of the limbs of 
the dog and cat but for the thicker parts of 
the body the exposure-time becomes unduly 
long. In order to reduce the length of time 


of the exposure the practice is to bring the 
X-ray tube nearer the film; this means sacri- 
ficing sharpness of detail and detracts from the 
film. 


diagnostic value of the The diagram 


illustrates this point. 


It is, however, when these small sets are used 
on the horse that one sees some appalling 
results. I examined some time ago several films 
of the lower part of a horse’s leg that had 
been taken at a distance of 16 inches and the 
exposure was ten seconds. The penetration in 
that time was just sufficient to show the outline 
of the bones; no detail whatsoever was 
available. 

Some months ago, I had the opportunity of 
testing one of these sets on a case suspected of 
being one of deferred fracture of the radius. 
The film lacked any bone detail, yet the 
exposure was ten seconds, the fault being the 
inadequate power available. The horse had a 
deferred fracture and after destruction I had 
the leg brought in and I took a film with the 
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normal power output of our own set. The 
exposure was 04 second and you see [the film 
was exhibited] the bone detail and the fracture. 
The fragments of bone have, no doubt, been 
somewhat separated by the horse falling on 
being shot. I am in no doubt that with adequate 
power it should have been possible to show this 
fracture, for it was possible to get a probe 
into the medullary cavity of the bone, 

Karly this year | was asked to examine a film 
of a horse’s foot. From the size of the image 
the film appeared to be that of a cart horse’s 
foot somewhat distorted. It turned out that 
the film was one taken of a hunter's foot with 
a view to determining the presence of navicular 
disease. It was only just possible to make 
out the faint outline of the navicular bone; 
no detail whatsoever was visible. Naturally the 
impression created by that piece of work was 
detrimental to the reputation of radiography 
as a means of diagnosis. 

(ye of the difficulties we have to combat in 
radiography is that, if it is not possible for 
the part to be X-rayed to be in contact with 
the face of the cassette, some lack of sharpness 
of the image appears, and is due to the scatter- 
ing of the incident beam; this lack of definition 
increases rapidly in proportion to the distance 
from the X-ray film of the part concerned. 
To overcome this difficulty various types of 
grid have been devised to eliminate the 
scattered rays from the film. Oxspring has 
deseribed the use of the fixed Lysholm grid 
in radiology of the navicular bone. (1 shall 
refer to radiology of the navicular’ bone 
presently.) The lines produced on the film by 
the fixed Lysholm grid interfere with the 
recognition of fine detail in bones and joints. 
By making the Lysholm grid move slowly across 
the face of the cassette during the exposure 
it is possible to obtain a film without these 
lines. I was able to get a firm of manufacturers 
of X-ray apparatus to build a Lysholm grid 
into a mechanism which would do this, and with 
it | have had some very satisfactory results. 

I now want to discuss with you in brief 
detail certain conditions illustrating both the 
use and abuse of X-rays. 

I intend to deal only with navicular disease 
in the horse: the other conditions are all canine 
problems. 

Spinal Conditions.—1 would like to describe 
to you a case that shows that without X-rays 
it may be impossible to make a diagnosis; also 
that there is a need for care that the X-ray 
examination is sufficiently thorough. It also 
shows the value of the moving Lysholm grid 
in obtaining sufficient detail to show even an 
intraspinal lesion. An Airedale dog about 
seven years old had shown signs of stiffness in 
the hind quarters for five days. There was 
pain on palpation of the lumbar region. When 
I saw the dog all control over the hind legs 
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Was lost and the only feature that distinguished 
the case from many other cases of paraplegia 
was the presence of marked pain on palpation 
of the lumbar muscles, especially in the mid- 
lumbar region. I decided to examine the dog 
radiographically. Films [exhibited] were first 
taken of the thoracic, lumbar and sacral regions 
in a dorso-ventral position, and these, as you 
see, are negative. Films were then taken of 
the same region from the lateral aspect; that 
of the last lumbar and sacral region is negative, 
but that of the mid-lumbar region shows a 
well-defined shadow in the region of the fourth 
lumbar vertebra. I then put the dog deeply 
under the influence of nembutal given intraven- 
ously and injected a small quantity of lipiodol 
intrathecally. After waiting some time for the 
lipiodol to disperse, 1 was able to obtain a film 
showing a “hold up” of the lipiodol immedi- 
ately anterior to the lesion shown in the earlier 
films. I formed the opinion that I] was dealing 
with a case of an intraspinal tumour pressing 
on the cord. The owner agreed to the 
destruction of the dog. Post-mortem examina- 
tion of the region showed a sharply defined 
mass resting on the anterior part of the body 
of the fourth lumbar vertebra. The mass was 
of a crumbly character and rather gritty; in 
sone ways the lesion suggested a tuberculous 
focus. Microscopic examination showed that 
such cells as were recognisable suggested that 
the lesion was a tumour arising from the 
notocord. 

Kirk recently described a case clearly illus- 
trating the value of X-rays in diagnosis of 
spinal injury. Allowing for the loss of detail 
in reproduction the film he published must have 
been a very good one. One cannot help feeling 
very considerable sympathy with him in the 
treatment he received from his client and a 
member of the profession in regard to this case ; 
he has the satisfaction of knowing that he 
took the right steps to secure a diagnosis and 
that his diagnosis was right. 

Pregnancy in Bitches.—There are a number 
of records by various authors illustrating the 
value of radiography in the differential diag- 
nosis of pregnancy. Several of these have 
pointed out the important fact that it is only 
in the later stages of pregnancy that the foetal 
skeleton becomes sufficiently dense the 
passage of X-rays to enable the radiologist to 
demonstrate the existence of pregnancy. My 
own experience is that while it may be possible 
to show a foetus at seven weeks, a negative 
result should not be accepted with confidence, 
and it may be wise to take another radiograph 
in a few days time. 

What has apparently not been realised by 
some radiographers is the need of a radiograph 
of reasonable clarity. A few months ago we 
were asked to examine a Spaniel bitch, whose 
abdomen had = mysteriously been becoming 
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progressively larger and was very tense. The 
owner proudly brought with him two radio- 
graphs, that can only be described as_ black 
smudges. These had been taken the previous 
afternoon, The films [exhibited] you see 
clearly establish the existence of pregnancy. I 
cannot tell you the exact period of gestation. 
I now consider that to obtain a reasonably 
clear film in these circumstances, when the 
abdomen is greatly distended, it is essential to 
use a grid to eliminate scattering of the X-rays. 

I think it was Professor Wooldridge who 
first pointed out the value of X-rays in a case 
of dystokia to determine if all the foetuses had 
been removed, 

Pyometra in Bitches.—The statement was 
Inade some time ago that the appearance of 
the colon, shown up by a radio-opaque enema, 
ws that of “an exaggerated question mark” 
might be significant in the differential diagnosis 
of pyometra, 

Later a case apparently confirming this 
opinion was described, but was followed some 
months later by “a warning.” It has been 
lly experience that the appearance of the colon 
in the normal male dog as well as in the 
normal female, after a bismuth enema is almost 
invariably that of a question mark variously 
exaggerated. In passing I may mention that of 
late I have been investigating the use of 
bismuth enemata in the radiography of the 
alimentary canal in some of those cases that 
uppear to be associated with an _ indefinite 
alimentary toxaemia. The results are not 
sufficient in number to justify a conclusive 
statement but they are very encouraging. 

Radiography of the Hip Joint.—X-ray examin- 
ation of the hip joint in the dog presents certain 
problems to the radiologist. Personally I was 
never satisfied that I could get an adequate 
umount of detail for the accurate diagnosis of 
arthritis of the hip joint until I used the 
moving Lysholm grid. With the help of the 
grid one can eliminate the scatter that takes 
place owing to the actual joint being some 
distance from the surface of the film. In 1982, 
Mr. H. Taylor published a very geod film of 
au dog’s hip joint and with it a description of 
the lesions. Both film and description are a 
model for any radiologist, 

You may remember the controversy that took 
place in the columns of the Veterinary Record 
regarding the interpretation of a radiograph of 
au dog’s hip. The case was first described as 
one of tuberculosis; then it was suggested that 
the condition was that known as Von Perthe’s 
disease; finally it was reported that a_ post- 
mortem examination had failed to reveal any 
lesion in the affected hip. We can draw this 
lesson from the controversy: films of the hip 
joint must possess a reasonable measure of 
detail if they are to be of any value in 
diagnosis, and—as the author of the original 
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paper pointed out—they must be interpreted jn 
conjunction with the clinical signs of the case. 
Personally 1 prefer to avoid borrowing a 
label from human disease and like to describe 
a lesion of the hip joint in terms of the 
pathology shown by the X-ray film. A careful 
study of the clinical records and radiographs 
of Von Perthe’s disease reveals certain salient 
differences between these cases and the diseased 
condition we encounter in the hip of young dogs, 
The cases in dogs are practically always the 
result of trauma, and I do not know of any 
instance in the dog of the condition being 
bilateral. Radiologically the lesions of the two 
conditions may resemble one another, but 
clinically they are decidedly different. 


Intussusception and Abdominal Tumours.— 
Intussusception and abdominal tumours present 
a substantial problem to the radiologist since 
they offer little appreciable obstruction to the 
path of X-rays compared with the normal 
contents of the abdomen. Some years ago 
Kirk pointed out that intussusception is not 
disclosed by X-rays. He then expressed his 
intention of trying the effect of a radio-opaque 
substance in the bowel. I have not found any 
further reference by him, or by anyone else, 
to this method. I had some hopes of showing 
intussusception by such means, but so far | 
have been disappointed. This may be due to 
two factors, (1) the opaque material may not 
be passing through the intussusception, and (2) 
the long axis of the intussusception may not 
be at right angles to the incident beam of the 
X-ray tube. 

As far as abdominal tumours are concerne‘l, 
palpation will usually tell more than an X-ray 
examination. There is the rare eventuality of 
it being necessary to eliminate pregnancy ; and, 
as I have already explained, X-rays will only 
do this in the later stages when ossification 
of the foetal bones has taken place to a 
sufficient extent to cause a shadow. 

Osteosarcoma. — Radiography appears — to 
present the only means of accurate differential 
diagnosis of osteosarcoma, a condition that is 
relatively common in the dog, involving chiefly 
either the long bones of the limb or the bones 
of the face. 

It is vitally important that the films are of 
an adequate quality, for it is on the finer detail 
that the differentiation between osteosarcoma 
and non-malignant conditions involving bone 
will rest. A number of cases have been 
described in the Veterinary Record, and with 
the description of the cases were published 
reproductions of X-ray films which were of 
excellent quality. As this is a condition in 
which X-rays are definitely of value I thought 
it well to include a_ brief reference to the 
condition. 

Navicular Disease—I am quite satisfied that 
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in many instances useful evidence may be 
vbtained by X-rays to assist in the diagnosis 
vf navicular disease, but there are instances 
where that assistance is not forthcoming, and, 
if we neglect to take this fact into account, 
we are guilty of abusing X-rays as an aid to 
diagnosis. The late Professor Macqueen said 
that very seldom had he been able to find a 
radiograph that plainly showed the superficial 
lesion of incipient navicular disease. The two 
chief pitfalls, as I see things, are (1) the wrong 
interpretation of spurious images on the X-ray 
film of the navicular bone and (2) the failure 
of X-rays to show up certain types of lesion 
in the navicular bone. 

It is well to bear in mind that the horse 
is being subjected to an X-ray examination 
because it is lame, and presumably the clinical 
examination of the animal has shown that it 
is lame in the foot and the existence of 
navicular disease is at least suspected. It is 
only human to let the wish be father to the 
thought and interpret a faint shadow as 
indicating ulceration of the cartilage or caries 
of the bone, and the chances are in favour, in 
the circumstances, of the post-mortem examina- 
tion substantiating a rather weak hypothesis; 
in this way undue confidence in the accuracy 
of radiology of the navicular bone may be 
engendered. The cause of radiology of the 
navicular bone has not been furthered by state- 
ments such as that which said that the 
navicular bone was completely “ eaten up ” with 
caries and ostitis. That statement was coupled 
with the naive observation that it was difficult 
to see a well-detined outline of any part of 
the navicular bone; and one is perhaps justified 
in wondering if the film was of sufficiently good 
quality to be of any value whatever in diag- 
nosis, 

With all due respect, I must suggest that 
the conditions prevailing in the Army are not 
strictly comparable with those of civilian prac- 
tice. I have found it easy to do things with 
a trained Army horse (such as getting it to 
adopt and maintain a certain posture with a 
foot) that were quite impossible with a 
thoroughbred or with many hunters. 

I want to describe to you two cases that 
will, | think, explain why, if I am not actually 
sceptical, IT am at least natively cautious in 
ily estimate of the value of radiography in 
the diagnosis of navicular disease, 

The first of these was that of a hunter that 
had received an injury to the posterior aspect 
of the fetlock some months before it was 
examined radiologically. The wound had 
healed but lameness persisted and a complete 
X-ray examination of the fetlock and foot was 
asked for by the owner. The X-ray examination 
of the fetlock was negative. The shoe was 
removed, the clefts of the frog cleaned out and 
packed with horn paste. The first film taken 
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jexhibited] shows two areas in the image of 
the navicular bone that might quite fairly be 
interpreted as indicating rarefaction of the bone, 
As the case presented none of the features of 
navicular disease, the images on the film were 
regarded with suspicion. The horn paste was 
removed and the frog carefully pared down; two 
small cavities—one on each side of the frog— 
were found in the horn, each of these being less 
than the size of a pea; they apparently had 
been small pockets of pus arising from thrush. 
The frog was repacked with horn paste and 
the second film shows no sign of shadows. Here, 
then, the radiologist was saved from jumping 
to an erroneous conclusion by the clinical signs. 
But would radiographer without clinical 
knowledge have been as fortunate? 

The other case was one of a hunter that had 
shown signs of navicular disease for some time, 
Quite satisfactory X-ray pictures of the 
navicular bones were obtained and these failed 
to show any evidence of navicular disease. The 
horse was destroyed and the navicular bones 
removed. I took X-ray photographs [exhibited | 
of the isolated navicular bones and, as can 
be seen, these show relatively little. But when 
the bones were sectioned it was found that the 
diseased process was confined to the articular 
cartilage. It is difficult to appreciate how by 
direct means it would be possible to show up 
such a lesion by X-rays, especially since the 
X-ray beam must also pass through the second 
phalanx, a particularly dense bone. In view 
of these two cases, it seems desirable to be 
a little cautious in the interpretation of X-ray 
photographs of the navicular bone, at least until 
a greater volume of evidence is available as 
to the correlation between the X-ray findings 
and the pathology of the affected bone. 

In conclusion, one cannot help expressing the | 
wish that, just as Kéch drew up postulates 
for the guidance of bacteriologists, so a set 
of postulates might be drawn up for the guid- 
ance of veterinary radiologists, and more 
especially for the guidance of radiographers 
who dabble in veterinary radiology. 
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Discussion 


Mr. R. H, Smythe, in opening the discussion, 
said :— 

Professor Boddie remarked, at the commence- 
ment of his address, that he appreciated the 
compliment which this Division had paid him, 
in asking him to travel such a great distance 
in order to present to its members his views on 
certain aspects and phases of radiology. 

After listening to such an able and well- 
reasoned discourse, you will undoubtedly agree 
that the compliment was richly deserved, and 
that, once again, the efforts of our energetic 
Secretary’ to provide us with papers written by 
experts, have been justified. Professor Boddie 
struck a very sound note in the early part of his 
essay, when he drew attention to the danger of 
supplanting the comparative safety of clinical 
diagnosis by a too eager acceptance of the 
evidence of the X-ray film. 

Radiology, like many other “’ologies,” has 
suffered from undue enthusiasm at the hands of 
the inexperienced with the result that claims 
have been made for it which never could have 
been substantiated in practice. Unfortunately, 
such enthusiasm creates a public demand for the 
impossible, and inability to satisfy such a 
demand reflects, unjustly, upon the credit of the 
practitioner. 

There exist, still, too many of the type who, 
in new and proud possession of a portable X-ray 
sel, disappear mysteriously from their practices 
for about a fortnight. When, eventually, they 
return to public life, the set will have been rele- 
gated to the dark cupboard under the stairs, 
which it will share with the infra-red, the 
discarded radio batteries, and the remains of the 
ultra-violet: lamp. 

There is a marked tendency, more particularly 
in the younger generation, to subscribe to the 
mechanical and to ignore methods of diagnosis 
which involve observation and the cultivation of 
the senses. The older generation have the advan- 
tage that the early educational phase of their 
existence was spent in an age when they were 
forced to depend upon their own ingenuity, and 
to make use of their powers of sight, touch, 
hearing and smell. They, too, would have wel- 
comed the easy mechanical methods, — but, 
fortunately, apart from the cork-presser in the 
pharmacy, mechanical aids were non-existent; 
otherwise the graduates of to-day might have 
lacked the wisdom based upon the experience of 


their elders, 
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I would go farther even than Professor Bodie, 
and seriously deprecate the modern tendency to 
train students to make use of the X-ray ‘and 
other methods of precision, without a careful 
preliminary estimation of the clinical possi- 
bilities. Diagnosis should be based, first, on 
clinical evidence, employing all the senses with 
such a degree of mental co-operation as may 
have been made possible by training and past 
experience, 

The lightning diagnosis of the experienced 
clinician is based on a sub-conscious apprecia- 
lion of an assembly of (to him) obvious clinical 
symptoms. Because this vision is denied to the 
inexperienced, it is no less dependable. Unfortun- 
ately, recent graduates are apt to assume that 
the “ mantle of Elijah” is given over with every 


diploma, and attempts to don it during the 
‘arly days of practice afford them (and 
frequently their principals) a good deal of 


embarrassment. 

Having once formed a judgment, based upon 
clinical symptoms and a reasonable consideration 
of the history and possibilities of the case, and 
having ignored the suggestions offered to you 
by the owner or by more disinterested by- 
standers, you may consider the possibility, and 
especially the necessity, of making more certain 
by means of the accessory methods open to you. 
We will suppose that an X-ray diagnosis is likely 
to be helpful. In the first place, it must be 
remembered that X-ray diagnosis is expensive, 
and to those among you who wish to remind 
me that we are considering a scientific subject 
and that mere lucre is not a consideration, | 
would retort that it is unfortunately necessary 
even for veterinary surgeons to live. It takes, 
at least, haif an hour of one’s time to provide 
films of any given case; even portable sets are 
expensive, and if one is dependent upon = a 
hospital the charges are heavy. It is well worth 
while considering whether the benefits are likely 
to be worthy of the time and cash expenditure, 
and particularly, whether your client is able to 
afford the extra outlay, unless it be absolutely 
necessary. 

Granting that your client is willing and 
desirous to speculate, what influence will the 
actual film exert upon your” previous” well- 
considered diagnosis? 

Some of us, in our more enthusiastic days, 
X-rayed everything at great personal loss, both 
of time and money; but the experience we gained 
taught us the pitfalls, and although we make far 
fewer films to-day we make fools of ourselves 
even less often. Let me emphasise the fact that 
nothing can make a practitioner—especially an 
enthusiastic practitioner—ultimately takes 
time) feel more foolish than the situations in 
which he will find himself through inexpert use 
of an X-ray set. 

Nowadays, I make my diagnosis and employ 
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PAROPHYROXIA 


(HEWLETT’S) 


It possesses three distinctive therapeutic powers—i.e., Antiseptic, Purgative and Carminative, and is indicated 
in all cases of Colitis caused by undigested food, or irritative affections of the alimentary canal, partly, no doubt, 
by removing acrid irritating secretions or foreign materials, neutralising gaseous fluids, depleting the congested 
blood vessels and arresting the distended and tympanitic condition of the colon, rendering it the safest and most 
satisfactory purgative in these cases. It is peculiarly adapted for those cases of Colic so frequently met with in 
aged horses, who are generally described as ‘‘ Gross feeders.” 

It is in these cases that Par6éphyroxia has a very marked effect in reducing the spasm, arresting fermentation 
and subduing the drum-like condition of the colon. 

It should be well borne in mind that as the drug is purgative in its action no physic ball or other purgative 
should be administered, but, if the practitioner deemed it necessary to follow up the treatment with another 
draught, some simple antispasmodic would not be contra-jndicated. 


Price: 4/6 per lb.; W.Qt. 4/3 lb. 


C. J. HEWLETT & SON, LTD., 
35—42, CHARLOTTE STREET, LONDON, E.C.2. 


Telephones : Bishopsgate 1172 and 1173. - Reg. Tel. Address : ‘“‘ Pepsine Finsquare, London.” 


Agents for the Vaccines and Sera of the Bacteriological Institute, ‘Tours. 


TUBERCULIN (SUBCUTANEOUS, INTRADERMAL AND OPHTHALMIC), MALLEIN, VACCINES FOR CANINE 
DISTEMPER (PROPHYLACTIC AND CURATIVE), PNEUMONIA, STRANGLES IN HORSES, AND MASTITIS, Etc. 
PYOVACCINE FOR SORES AND CONTAGIOUS LYMPHANGITIS, Etc. 

ALSO AGENTS FOR THE JENSEN-SALSBERY BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTS, PASTEUR INSTITUTE, PARIS, Etc. 
Circular regarding Vaccines, Sera, Aggressins and Bacterins sent free upon request. 

ONLY SUPPLIED TO MEMBERS OF THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 


AN X-RAY SERVICE FOR VETERINARY SURGEONS 


PORTABLE X-RAYS, LTD., are 
prepared to undertake the 
X-Ray examination of all kinds 
of animals anywhere in the 
United Kingdom, or at their 
own premises, at very reason- 
able fees. Pioneers in Portable 
X-Ray work, now established 
for over twelve years—their 
experience in the radiography 
of difficult cases is unrivalled. 
A fleet of cars, operating all 
over the country, ensures a 


speedy and economic means of 
obtaining first-class results. 
The efficiency of the apparatus 
leaves no doubt as to the 
ultimate quality of the nega- 
tives. Each car is fitted with 
independent electrical supply 
and self-contained dark-room, 
sothat, if necessary, radiographs 
can be taken even in an open 
field. A telephone call or 
a postcard will bring full 
particulars by return of post. 


ABLE 


Any Hour—Any Day—Any Night 


X-RAY CAR 


SERVICE S 


POWER ROAD, CHISWICK, LONDON, W.4 


TELEPHONE (day and night) : 


CHISWICK 4006/7. 
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ACUTE ECZEMA OINTMENT 


(VETERINARY) 


For Erythema, etc., in pet dogs. Composed of Calamine, Salicylic Acid with Oxide of 
Zinc, etc., perfumed. ‘To be well rubbed into the affected parts three or four times a week. 


In 1 oz. and 2 oz. pots, 6/6 and 9/= per doz. 
In tubes, 6/6 per doz. 


BISMA-CALNA CREAM 


(VETERINARY) 
The Combined Carbonates of BISMUTH, MAGNESIUM, CALCIUM and SOD UE: 


BISMA-CALNA CREAM will be found most effective in the treatment of Acute Gastritis. 

Ordinary cases of Indigestion are speedily relieved, and in the more serious digestive troubles 

gratifying results will be obtained by the continued employment of BISMA-CALNA CREAM. 

DOSE (for dogs). In acute cases, half teaspoonful to one tablespoonful, according to size and 
breed every two hours; later reduced to twice daily. 


PRICE 1/6 per lb. Winchesters 1/4 per Ib. 


JOHN RICHARDSON & Co., Leicester, Ltd. 


Manufacturing Chemists, 
LEICESTER. 


Price 3/- per lb. 


Established 1793. Incorporated 1891 


THE LABORATORY Dr. Burdizzo’s 
GORING, READING Bloodless Castrators 


Director: H. P. HAMILTON, B.V.Sc. (Toronto). 


AGGLUTINATION TESTS for the presence of 
2. abortus infection are undertaken by this Labora- 
tory at the following rates :— 

6d. per sample. 
4d. per sample if over 10 samples 
are sent in one consignment. 


The Department has been entirely reorganised, 
but the work is proceeding by exactly the same 


methods as heretofore. 
These tests are undertaken SOLELY for members 


of the Veterinary Profession. 


Biological products available and autogenous Vaccines 
made—Price List on application. 


The Poultry Department is available for 

co-operation in solving problems which 

Veterinary Surgeons may meet with 
from time to time. 


Avian Tuberculin, Fowl Pox Vaccine, Avian Typhoid 
Vaccine available. 


All communications to :- 


THE DIRECTOR, 
The Laboratory, Goring, Reading, Berks. 


For Lambs, Calves, Bulls, Pigs. No blood. No risk 
of poisoning. Simple. The patent Dr. Burdizzo 
Cord Stop feature ensures retention of cord. 


Patent knee rest attachment for use with large 
models frees one hand to hold the cord. 


PRICES 
Cord Stop Models Plain Jaw Models 
9 in. 19 in. 8 in. 19 in. 


42/6u057/6 32/- up 0 53/- 
Knee Rest 7/6 extra. 
Write for the Burdizzo Catalogue. 


The Cooper-Stewart Engineering Co., Ltd., 
186-7 Long Acre, London, W.C.2. 
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X-rays to confirm il, if | am not confident. If 
the film does not confirm my diagnosis, I con- 
tinue to back my diagnosis until I have taken 
fresh films in every available plane. 

As an example of the possibility of error 
arising from preliminary use of the X-ray 
apparatus, I would relate the following: A 
medical practitioner arrived with a fox-terrier 
and a film. The dog was vomiting and obviously 
constipated. The film apparently showed a 
needle in the duodenal region. Palpation 
revealed nothing beyond an impacted colon and 
1 would not consent (to the owner’s disgust) to 
operate. The only reason that I was unwilling 
to accept the evidence of the presence of the 
needle was that the object in the film looked 
like a needle; it was perfectly clear, even to 
the eye. The rest of the film was blurred and 
badly focussed; the patient was fat and obviously 
had moved. 

With appropriate treatment the dog recovered, 
A few weeks later it died suddenly and_ the 
unbelieving owner’ brought the corpse for 
examination. There was no sign of a needle, 
but an aortic dilatation, in the spot indicated, 
had burst and the dog had bled to death. 

Enthusiastic radiographers never admit defeat. 
| have X-rayed dogs without any indication to 
the radiographer as to the reason and I have 
been amazed to listen to the recital of the 
abnormalities, none of which have been apparent 
previously—and may I add, _ subsequently. 
Nevertheless, there are very many instances in 
which careful, considered X-ray examination can 
be very helpful and, particularly, would I men- 
lion fractures and dislocation of the hip joint 
and fractures in the pelvic region, fractures and 
dislocations of the vertebrae, diaphragmatic 
hernia and foreign bodies in that portion of the 
body covered by the ribs. 

We could, to advantage, hear from Professor 
Boddie a litthke more concerning the diagnosis of 
the presence of various foreign objects in the 
abdomen and we would welcome information 
as to the more modern technique employed in 
procuring efficient radiographs of the urinary 
tract. It is amazing how even large bodies in 
the gastric region can be missed. It is weil 
known that many apparently dense materials are 
pervious to X-rays and I should like his observa- 


tions as to the best methods of demonstrating © 


their presence. Is he in favour of screening and 
does he advocate the preliminary barium meal? 
I have found that radiographers, used to human 
work, become completely boggled when watching 
the movements of a canine stomach = and 
invariably diagnose pyloric obstruction, whilst 
their first view of the canine caecum baffles 
them completely. 

In estimating the importance of foreign bodies, 
one must not overlook the fact that in many 
‘ases they may have been present for some time 
and may have no bearing on present symptoms. 


| have with me a film that illustrates this. A 
Peke was brought in in a state of collapse. There 
was a history of vomiting and the owner 
demanded an X-ray. Three films were taken, each 
in a different plane, showing the presence of 
two or three round bullets. Operation was 
deferred and the patient recovered. Months 
afterwards, the kennel-maid confessed to me 
that her erstwhile fiancé was in the habit of 
amusing himself, whilst waiting for her of an 
evening, by sitting on the garden wall and 
“ potting ” any visible quadruped with a catapult. 
Apparently, the Peke had been unlucky on 
several occasions, but as her engagement had 
terminated several weeks before the dog’s ill- 
ness, it is improbable that the two affairs were 
connected. 

Other possible pitfalls are found in radiographs 
of normal animals. The spine of the scapula 
may, in certain subjects and certain positions, 
assume the appearance of a packing needle. A 
fractured hyoid bone in a cat may appear as a 
foreign body, as I once discovered after a tedious 
operation not attended, fortunately, by serious 
results. The lady owner still proudly displays 
the mangled hyoid bone in her china cabinet. 
It bears the inscription, “ Rib of rabbit which 
nearly killed poor Fluffy.” There is a further 
inscription, which modesty compels me to with- 
hold. 

A zealous radiographer once pointed out a 
foreign body in the pharyngeal region of a 
dog, and it was only after a vain attempt to 
remove it, that I found by comparison with 
films of normal dogs that after two years of 
age the cricoid cartilage becomes calcified. 1 
have some films here which show this. 

I have seen radiologists completely at a loss 
to account for the shadow caused by the dog’s 
os penis, Invariably, they have diagnosed 
bladder disorder as a consequence. 

I fully agree with Professor Boddie’s advice 
as to taking every X-ray photograph in at least 
two planes, especially if operative interference 
is contemplated. In injuries to the spine, this 
advice applies also, andeI have with me soine 
films of dislocation which show the advantage 
of this method. 

Regarding pregnancy in bitches, I find that 
at 24 days it can be diagnosed on palpation 
with a fair degree of certainty; at five weeks 
it is more difficult and X-rays then fail also. 
At seven weeks, Professor Boddie says that a 
negative diagnosis cannot be accepted with confi- 
dence, and another radiograph should be taken 
some days later. I presume that if this fails 
also, one takes the group a few days later with 
a Kodak. 

Intussusception can be diagnosed more readily 
by palpation than by radiography and when 
suspicion exists, it would appear to be preferable 
to perform exploratory laparotomy. early, 
‘ather than to waste time. 
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I have had no personal experience of radio- 
graphy in the diagnosis of navicular disease and 
allowing for the loss of detail in printing 
photographs, | should hesitate to make a diag- 
nosis on the majority that I have seen in our 
publications, 

In conclusion, [ must thank Professor Boddie 
again for coming amongst us and for his very 
raluable and instructive paper. I appreciate his 
kindness in asking me to open the discussion 
and [| hope that you will afford him every 
opportunity to answer your questions, so that 
we may all learn a little more. 

Dr. Hewetson (Royal Devon Exeter 
Hospital) complimented Professor Boddie on the 
quatity of his films. He said that medical men 
had an advantage not possessed by veterinary 
surgeons in that their patients could be told to 
keep quiet, and he asked some questions re the 
administration of anaesthetics to animals for 
X-ray purposes. Dr. Hewetson remarked that 
barium meals would not be given to human 
patients for the purpose of showing up intussus- 
ception of the intestine for fear of increasing the 
obstruction, and asked if veterinary radio- 
graphers could demonstrate twist of the large 
vowel, which could be done in human practice 
in the case of the sigmoid flexure of the colon. 

He imagined that veterinary surgeons would be 
concerned often with bodies like stones and 
pieces of bone in the oesophagus, and enquired 
if they used pieces of wool soaked in a barium 
preparation in connection with diagnosis. This 
wool when swallowed stopped on the 
obstruction, 

Mr. E. B. D. HALu said that the address had 
been largely confined to the question of diagnosis 
and he would be glad to have any information 
in connection with X-rays as a curative agent. 

Mr. H. MAcponatp asked if the X-rays would 
show up new growths on the greater curvature 
of the 

Mr. S. J. Morron remarked that he knew of 
two cases in which X-rays had shown foreign 
bodies in the stomach and in which an operation 
showed they were not present. In each case 
the trap had arisen owing to the dogs having 
been narcotised with morphine and_ the a 
bodies had been vomited and missed, before the 
dogs were put on the operating table. 

Mr. €. MAsson described a case in which the 
bladder of a dog had been X-rayed and asked 
if the shadow could have been due to a mass 
of gravel. He said that Von Perthe’s disease, 
in which the film showed a fluffy head to the 
femur, was in his experience most common in 
Cairns. He knew of one case of the disease 
which recovered spontaneously after two years’ 
residence in India. 

He had seen a good diagnosis made by the 
X-ray in the case of navicular disease. As to the 
curative use of X-rays, he had found good 
results follow their use in connection with anal 
fistula in dogs—six or seven exposures of from 
three to five minutes (in half-minute doses_ to 
prevent over-heating the X-ray tube) every third 
day. He thought the treatment was good for 
rodent ulcers in dogs, and flat weeping tumours 
in dogs. He asked about stereoscopic examina- 
tions and said he had seen five bullets in a 
cat shown up at different levels. Mr. Masson 
remarked on the charges made by different 
radiographers, and said they ranged from 5s. to 
two guineas. Having emphasised the advantage 
of soft rays for showing up detail in bone, the 
speaker concluded by saying that some animals 


were alarmed by the noise of the apparatus, and 
that when taking films of horses, it was a 
good plan to give an ounce of chloral hydrate to 
the animal an hour before starting. 


THe REPLY 


Professor Boppig, in reply, said that he wished 
to express his thanks for the reception given 
to his paper, and for the interest taken in the 
subject; it was distinctly encouraging. 

Though the journey from Scotland was a very 
long one he had been amply recompensed by 
the reception accorded the paper. His visit 
to Cornwall had been made a great pleasure by 
the kindness and hospitality shown tin by Mr. 
Motton. 

In reply to Mr. Smythe, the first point raised 
was in regard to the teaching of students; they 
would realise from the paper that in Edinburgh, 
while they taught the use of X-rays in diagnosis, 
they also pointed out the limitations. Mr. Smythe 
was right in saying that the use of X-rays was 
a time-consuming business; half-an-hour was 
barely enough to allow for even a relatively 
simple X-ray examination that required the 
taking of films. In reply to questions that had 
been asked regarding the cost of working an 
X-ray plant, the cost of running the plant was 
relatively small but they must remember the 
capital out-lay, the depreciation with costly 
replacements, and the time of skilled persons that 
might not be considered in computing the cost 
in a hospital supported by subscriptions. 

Too much importance must not be attached 
lo the finding of unexpected foreign bodies such 
as coins and needles or pins, since in their 
experience these might be voided and only 
required watching; in other cases the foreign 
body, e.g., a coin, was known to have been 
»resent for years without doing any harm. 
‘oreign bodies in the abdomen presented a 
difficulty unless opaque to X-rays; for instance, 
a piece of sorbo rubber might be missed entirely 
and the better the quality of the rubber the 
less it impeded the passage of X-rays; bismuth 
might be held up by the mesh of the sorbo 
rubber and so assist in its demonstration. 

He looked forward some day to attempting 
intravenous pyelography; they would appreciate 
the anatomical difficulty of doing retrograde 
pyelography in the male dog. 

Screening had its uses, but it had its limita- 
tions in bone disease, though useful for checking 
the alignment of fractures after setting these. 
They must remember that in screening the 
operator exposed himself to X-rays scattered by 
the patient’s body for a longer period than was 
needed when taking a film. Moreover, a film 
provided a permanent record. He did_ not 
advocate the use of an opaque meal without a 
preliminary screening, since the presence of 
the opaque substance might obscure a foreign 
body. He was doubtful of the accuracy of the 
diagnosis of pyloric stenosis by X-rays in the 
dog; the failure of the opaque substance to enter 
the bowel might only be due to stasis of the 
bowel and he had encountered cases of this 
occurring in the early stages of “ Stuttgart” 
disease due to the initial stasis of the inflam- 
matory process in the bowel causing it not to 
accept material from the stomach. There were 
three common pit-falls_ in interpreting radio- 
graphs of normal animals, namely, the shadows 
‘aused by the spine of the scapula, the clavicle in 
the cat, and the os penis in the dog. Professor 
Boddie then discussed certain points shown in 
three of the films exhibited by Mr. Smythe. 

Proceeding, the essayist observed that Dr. 
Hewetson had raised the point of using anaes- 
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thetics to keep an animal quiet when taking 
X-ray films; this they did whenever necessary 
and they had the choice of a narcotic such as 
morphine, or a general anaesthetic such as 
chloroform. Personally he did not like nembutal, 
owing to the extremely narrow line between 
the anaesthetic and the toxic dose. They were 
constantly using opaque substances to assist in 
X-ray diagnosis of alimentary conditions. He 
preferred bismuth to barium. He had never 
encountered a case of volvulus of the colon of 
the dog and,.as far as he knew, it must be 
a very rare condition if it ever did occur. He 
often found it necessary to give a mixture of 
bismuth and tragacanth to show up a foreign 
body in the terminal part of the oesophagus that 
was not sufficiently opaque to be seen clearly, 
such as, for instance, a lamb cutlet bone. e 
was intrigued with Dr, Hewetson’s suggestion 
of giving a piece of wool soaked in an opaque 
substance, but they had given bismuth in a 
small gelatine capsule. He showed some films of 
human bones in order that they might compare 
the difference in the texture of the bone of the 
two species. 

In reply to Mr. Hall, Professor Boddie said 
that he had had very little experience of the 
use of X-rays in treatment; in any case the need 
for this was very limited in the domestic animals. 
Cases of inoperable tumour were often better 
destroyed. e agreed with Mr. Motton that 
morphia, by causing vomiting, might alter the 
state of affairs seen by X-ray, and, if the oe 
body was sharp, substantial damage might be 
caused by the act of vomiting. 

In reply to Mr. MacDonald he believed that 
diagnosis of new growths on the greater curva- 
ture of the stomach should be quite possible but 
both this condition and ulceration of the stomach 
seemed to be very rare in the dog. He thought 
that the shadow described by Mr. Masson in his 
case was quite possibly due to an accumulation 
of gravel in the bladder. He had_ not seen 
any pieces of ay: in cases of interdigital cyst, 
but they did find little masses that might be 
inspissated glandular material. He did not agree 
with Mr. Masson that so-called Von Perthe’s 
disease was more prevalent in Cairns, since he 
had seen it in a number of breeds; in any 
case, any estimate of the prevalence of the 
disease must be based on a knowledge of the 
number of dogs of a particular breed in any 
district compared with that of other breeds as 
well as on the number of cases of that disease 
in the breed. Mr. Masson would call arthritis 
of the hip Von Perthe’s disease; as he had 
explained in the wget he did not agree that 
the condition in the dog was the same as Von 
Perthe’s disease. He did not think the use of 
X-rays would be of service in the treatment of 
fistula of the anal gland, but it might be of 
value in determining the depth of the sinus by. 
means of an injection of opaque material. 

The surgical treatment of rodent ulcer was not 
very satisfactory, especially those cases occur- 
ring just in front of the scrotum of the dog, 
but he did not know that X-ray treatment would 
be any better. The difficulty in regard to 
stereoscopic work was to keep the patient in 
the same position for both exposures; this might 
be done by very deep anaesthesia; the field of 
stereoscopic work might be worth expioring. 
He agreed that the use of soft X-rays was useful 
in showing up bone detail, and to do so he 
frequently used a lower kilovoltage and increased 
the exposure. He did not understand Mr. 
Masson’s reference to the noise from the tube 
unless he was using a very old-fashioned set. 
Any noise they got was from the switches in the 


-horse swayed on 


transformer room and, in any event, that was 
only a dull “thump.” The difficulty of using 
chloral hydrate to prepare horses for X-ray work 
was the variation in the response to the drug; 
in some cases the response was fairly good but 
in others the drug had too much effect and the 
his feet, making greater 
difficulties. 

Someone had _ handed 
referring to X-ray sterilisation o 
effect on young animals might not be permanent 
and was not so satisfactory as surgical methods. 
The X-ray method might be dangerous and in 
some cases was impracticable, and in the larger 
animals would be very costly. 

In conclusion, Professor Boddie thanked the 
meeting for their reception of the paper and 
for the most interesting way in which they had 
discussed it. 


in a paper cutting 
the 


MEDICAL RESEARCH: ROCKEFELLER 
TRAVELLING FELLOWSHIPS 


The Medical Research Council invite applica- 
tions for six Rockefeller Medical Fellowships for 
the academic year 1937-38. These are provided 
from a fund with which the Council have been 
= by the Rockefeller Foundation of New 

ork. 

bay | are intended for British graduates who 
have had some training in research work in 
clinical medicine or surgery, or in some other 
branch of medical science, and who are likely 
to profit by a period of work at a centre in 
the United States or elsewhere abroad, before 
taking up positions for higher teaching or 
research in the United Kingdom. The stipend 
will ordinarily be at the rate of £400 a year 
for a single Fellow, and of £450 a year for 
a married Fellow. Travelling expenses and some 
other allowances will be paid in addition. 

The Council also invite applications for four 
Dorothy Temple Cross Research Fellowships in 
Tuberculosis, which are awarded from a special 
endowment of which the Council are the trus- 
tees. The object of these Fellowships, as 
defined in the Trust Deed, is to give special 
opportunities for study or research to suitably 
qualified British subjects of either sex “ intending 
to devote themselves to the advancement by 
teaching or research of curative or preventive 
treatment of tuberculosjs in all or any of its 
forms.” The stipend will ordinarily be fixed 
at the rate of £400 a year, with travelling 
expenses in addition. 

Completed applications for Fellowships of 
either type must be lodged with the Council 
not later than June 1st. Further particulars 
and forms of application are obtainable from 
the Secretary, Medical Research Council, 38, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 


* * *k * 


NATIONAL PONY SOCIETY 


At a council meeting of the National Pony 
Society Mr. Roy B, Charlton, of Hexham, was 
elected President of the society, with Major H. 
Faudel-Phillips as Vice-President. The resigna- 
tion of Sir Alfred Goodson from the office of 
steward of the London show, after having served 
in that capacity since the first show of the 
society, was accepted with regret. 


Cc 
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The Coronation 


N common with all His Majesty’s subjects, 

the members of the veterinary profession see 
in the festivities of the week which lies before 
us an expression of devoted attachment to His 
Majesty’s person and of abiding loyalty to the 
Throne, 

The Coronation is an event which, in prospect, 
illumined the dark days of winter, and the 
splendours to come will long irradiate the 
future with a_ recollection, not only of the 
celebrations themselves, but likewise of the 
affection and the sense of imperial destiny that 
called them forth. During the three summer 
months high gala will be held, but it will not 
be forgotten that the basis of rejoicing is the 
solemn ritual of consecration. The King and 
his Queen have pledged themselves to the 
service of the nation, and we believe that His 
Majesty will be vouchsafed guidance and 
strength to meet the responsibilities of his noble 
heritage and to strengthen the foundations of 
mutual’ trust and affection between’ the 
Sovereign and his subjects. 

We are confident that all the endeavours of 
the reign of one who has followed his forbears 
in evidencing his appreciation of our profession 
and his unity of interest with us in respect of 
many of our aims and activities, will be directed 
to the well-governing of his Kingdom, the 
preservation of freedom and the advancement 
of unity and peace. , 

We pray that for many years his Majesty 
may be spared to reign over a united Empire 
of free and contented peoples. P 


An Appeal under the Milk 
(Special Designations) 
Order, 1936 


N this issue we reproduce copies of letters 

that have passed between a county council, 
the Ministry of Health and a tuberculin-tested 
licence holder who appealed to the Minister of 
Health. The right of appeal is provided for in 
the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936, 
where a local authority decides for any reason 
to refuse to renew an existing licence. It is 
clear that the right of appeal applies with 


| 


equal force whether the licence is for an 
accredited herd or for a tuberculin-tested herd, 
The Herefordshire County Council, as a result 
of this appeal, have sent the following com- 
munication to the appellant :-— 

“T am directed to inform you that the 
Diseases of Animals Sub-committee, at their 
meeting yesterday, gave their approval to 
Mr. , M.R.C.V.S., conducting tuberculin 
tests and clinical examinations of herds for 
the purposes of the above Order.” 

The intention may not have been to give 
approval for such comprehensive purposes, but 
we think that the effect is, certainly, to give the 
herd owner the right to employ his approved 
private veterinary surgeon for clinical examina- 
tions in connection with an accredited licence 
as well as the tuberculin testing and clinical 
examinations for a _ tuberculin-tested licence. 
If this interpretation is correct, and we see no 
reason to doubt its correctness, we foresee the 
end of the difficulties, which apparently exist 
in some areas, between whole-time and part- 
time veterinarians—an end greatly to be 
desired. That this solution will bring in its 
train other problems, notably the question of 
fees or the total remission thereof by county 
councils employing whole-time staffs, is also 
plain. 

The Herefordshire County Council through 
its Diseases of Animals Committee, to whom 
had been delegated full powers, refused to 
negotiate with a representative of the general 
practitioners in the area, and passed a resolu- 
tion in June, 1936 :— 

“That for the present the whole-time 
veterinary officers of the county only 
should be nominated or approved for the 
purpose of carrying out the tests, the charge 
to be 2s. 6d. per head with a minimum of 
10s. per visit.” 

In the light of subsequent events this resolution 
showed the committee to be grossly exceeding 
its powers. The Minister, in his award on this 
appeal, states that 

“. .. While the committee could properly 
adopt a resolution nominating the whole- 
time veterinary officers of the council for 
the purpose of carrying out tuberculin tests 
under the Order, they are not empowered 
to deprive an applicant of his right to 
submit the name of another veterinary 
surgeon for approval, and that where an 
applicant prefers to adopt that course the 
application must be considered in a judicial 
manner.” 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
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This establishes a most important fact, that a 
local authority cannot by reason of having 
nominated its veterinary staff contract out of 
its obligation of having to approve (or dis- 
approve) of a veterinary practitioner where an 
application for any licence under this Order is 
presented asking the authority so to do. Ina 
covering letter from the Ministry to the Clerk 
of the Herefordshire County Council the point 
is made abundantly clear by the paragraph :— 
“The Minister is advised that the resolu- 
tion adopted by the Diseases of Animals 
Committee at their meeting on June 3rd, 
1936, was irregular in so far as it purported 
to approve, for the carrying out of tuber- 
ecwlin tests under the Milk (Special Desig- 
nations) Order, 1936, only the whole-time 
veterinary officers of the council, and that, 
while the committee could) properly adopt 
a resolution nominating those officers for 
the purpose in question, they are not 
empowered to deprive an applicant of his 
right to submit the name of another 
yeterinary surgeon for approval. If an 
applicant prefers to adopt that course, the 
Minister is advised that the licensing 
authority must consider in a judicial 
manner the merits of the person whose 
name is submitted.” 

The Minister in his wisdom thereby indicates 
to the county council the consequences of dis- 
approving in any frivolous or petty manner any 
name which could ordinarily be considered to 
have merit for the task in hand. In this 
instance the herd owner, in stating his appeal, 
asked for the approval on the grounds that his 
private veterinary surgeon who attended for 
other veterinary services, had knowledge of his 
herd and requirements, and that previous tests 
and clinical examinations had been carried out 
to the satisfaction of the Minister, resulting in 
the eradication of tuberculosis from the herd. 
The county council concerned, when presented 
with the Minister’s award and his covering 
letter, sought the aid of the County Councils’ 
Association. A meeting of the appropriate 
committee of this body decided not to intervene 
on behalf of the local authority in the desire 
of the latter to bring pressure to bear upon the 
Minister to alter the Order. We note with 
pleasure that veterinary representation on the 
committee of the County Councils’ Association, 
presided over by Sir Merrik Burrell, was vocal 
and effective. 

The way would now seem clear for licence 
holders, and herd owners making an_ initial 
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application for any licence under the Milk 
(Special Designations) Order, 1936, to ask for 
the local authorities’ approval of the general 
practitioner. 

The freedom of choice of his veterinarian is 
thus restored to the stock owner—a fact which 
cannot fail to be of benefit to veterinary 
services. In the removal of a source of friction 
between whole-time staffs and practitioners all 
Will benefit, and the day for the inception of a 
national scheme in which the practitioner will 
be given his proper place in preventive medicine 
and will be able to collaborate effectively with 
other branches of the profession, seems some- 
what nearer, 
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Amendments No. 1, March, 
1937. (57-9999), ... 14 


When_ part of a tree collapsed during a gale 
at Stinsford, near Dorchester, the telephone wires 
were brought down and they became “live” 
when they came in contact with an electricity 
line. The telephone wires fell into a field where 
a valuable herd of cattle was grazing. Four of 
the cattle were electrocuted, and the rest went 
frantic with fear. 


| 
4 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


Some Notes on the 
Caesarian Birth of an Oryx 
at the Bristol Zoo 


By 
R. CLARKE, M.B., Cu.B., F.R.C.P., 
Director of the Zoological Gardens, Bristol, 
H. L. SHEPHERD, Cu.M., M.B.. M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
F.C.O.G., 
and - 


kr. L. VANDERPLANK, Hon. Biologist to the 
Bristol Zoological Society 


PRE-NATAL 


The female Arabian oryx (Oryx leucoryx) 
was crossed with the white oryx (Oryx algazel), 
mating taking place at the beginning of Decem- 
ber, 1935. The male is a much larger animal, 
standing 464 in. to the shoulder, than the female, 
who stands 35in. Constant observation was 
kept from December onwards. 

Towards the end of pregnancy it was noticed 
that the female was unduly large. On May 31st, 
1936, at 1.30 p.m., it was observed that the 
female became uneasy and labour started. At 
6.15 p.m. the membranes ruptured, and the feet 
appeared at 12.30 midnight on June Ist and 
were withdrawn after a few seconds. Between 
3 and 3.30 a.m, there were strong uterine con- 
tractions but the feet did not reappear and the 
contractions had ceased by 4 a.m. At 4.30 
contractions started again, but it was observed 
that the contractions were not so strong. They 
continued until 5.40 a.m., when again labour 
_ ceased. At 7.10 a.m. contractions recommenced, 
more strongly than before, and at 7.14 one foot 
appeared. At 7.45 the contractions ceased and 
the foot was withdrawn. Between 7.30 and 
8.45 am. efforts were made to aid the delivery 
of the foetus by cords on the front feet, but it 
was found impossible to deliver it. Caesarian 
section was decided upon and performed at 
9.30 a.m. 

THe CAESARIAN SECTION 


The presentation of the foetus was anterior, 
the position being dorso-sacral. The obstruction 
was due to the foetal thorax, which was much 
too large to enter the pelvic inlet. 

The operation was performed under general 
anaesthesia; induction was by ethyl chloride 
and the anaesthesia was continued by the 
administration of ether. Complete surgical 
anaesthesia was induced and maintained with- 
out any difficulty. 

The oryx was placed on her left side lying on 
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two tables. The operation area was rouglily 
shaved and cleaned with solution of acriflavine 
in spirit 1: 1,000. An oblique incision was made 
about 12 in. in length, starting from close below 
the last rib and passing down to the symphysis 
pubis. The muscles were split and the peri- 
toneum opened between artery forceps. As the 
animal was under excellent anaesthesia no 
difficulty was experienced with the intestines, 
which did not appear in the operation wound at 
all. The upper pole of the uterus was found 
and incised coronally, with the idea of not 
interfering with the retraction of the circular 
muscles of the uterus and so minimising post- 
partum haemorrhage. The foetus was extracted 
by the back legs and it was found that the 
umbilical cord was still just pulsating. The 
umbilical cord was divided between ligatures. 
After the air passages had been cleared of 
mucus, lobeline was injected into the foetus and 
artificial respiration commenced; after a very 
short while it had revived and was breathing 
normally, 

A great deal of difficulty was found in 
separating the placenta from the uterine wall 
and almost certainly some small portions were 
left behind. The uterine wall was closed by 
mattress sutures of catgut, there being no pene- 
tration of the decidual layer, and the peritoneum 
was closed by separate continuous sutures (the 
exact method used was a slight modification of 
Blair Bell’s). The uterus was returned to the 
abdomen and the abdominal wall was closed in 
layers with catgut throughout. The wound was 
painted with flavine and a dry dressing and 
binder applied. No abnormal bleeding was 
experienced throughout the whole operation and 
no vessels were ligated. The animal was in 
excellent condition at the end of the operation. 
which had taken about 30 minutes. 

Within three hours the animal was up and 
walking, had voided urine and had had an 
action of the bowels. The subsequent con- 
valescence was absolutely normal and the wound 
healed by primary intention. The  lochia 
appeared quite normal, except that on the fifth 
day a small piece of membrane was discharged. 


Post-NATAL 


About the seventeenth hour the fawn, ia 
female, passed its first motion and at 6.30 p.m. 
took two spoonfuls of glucose dissolved in 24 oz. 
of warm water, with the same quantity again 
at 10.30 p.m. The data obtained concerning the 
temperature, respiration and heart rate of 
mother and fawn have been appended in 
Table I; the feeding in Table II, which gives 
the calorific value of the food, also vitamins. 
supplied. The growth has been tabulated in 
Table III ineluding, for reference, the size of 
the parents. 
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TABLE I.—TEMPERATURE, RESPIRATION AND HEART Bear. 


Normal average 
| | 
| | 


Date. Fawn. Mother. 
Temperature Respirations Heart Beats Temperature Respirations Heart Beats 
June. F. _ per Minute. per Minute. — F. per Minute. per Minute. 
26 124 we | 
2 _ 24 14 80 
3 22 105 84 
4 22 126 76 
5 100-9 26 126 98-6 13 86 
6 100-6 22 135 =e: 
7 96-4 20 126 98-6 12 78 
8 102-0 24 120 — — —_— 
| | 98 6 12 | 72 


i 


All the observations were taken some hours after feeding and at least four readings were taken for each figure given. 


Tasce II.—Feepinc. Total per day. 


Date. | Glucose Milk (Cow’s T.T.) Additional Radiostoleum Avoleum Carotene | Total Calorific 
| (Teaspoons). Ounces. | Water. Ounces. (Drops). (Tablets). (Tablets). Value. 
| 
June | | 4 0 | 5 0 0 0 80 
2 6 64 8! 3 l 2 370 
3 | 3 13 7 6 3 2 380 
4 4 15 8 6 3 2 460 
5 4 22 4 | 6 3 2 600 
6 4 40 0 6 3 2 960 
7 4 48 0 2 2 1 1,120 
From June 8th 
—Sept. 15th... | 4 56 0 2 1 0 1,300 
| 
After Sept. 15th the amount was gradually reduced and stopped on November 20th. 
On June 2nd (second day) the mother was Taste II[I.—Growrn. 
given 8 oz. of powdered glucose, which she tan 
readily took. It w as then found that the fawn | | of 
was unable to stand on its front legs—due, no Animal. to apex of back. | ey 
doubt, to the pressure upon the muscular spiral | Inches. | 
nerves during the attempts at delivery; in fact, . 
a typical case of “ wrist drop.” This was over- White Oryx 3 16} ~~ 
come by plaster splints, which were bandaged Arabian Oryx 9 35 | 224 
to the fore legs and removed at intervals and 9 | 
the legs massaged. At the end of a week this Young Oryx 
had up June Ist (Birth) | ° 
June 16th... 224 O-4 
On the fourth day the fawn developed a cold July Ist 24 | 1} 
and looked as though it was developing pneu- 
monia. This, however, passed off and masks 30} | 8} 
were worn in future by its attendants to prevent December Ist... | 34 | ‘ ll 
further chance of infection with catarrhal 
organisms. 


The attitude of the mother to the fawn en 
showed an_ interesting record of animal 
behaviour. She neither took the least interest 
in it nor mothered it in any way and lactation The following have been appointed to officiate 
did not occur. A possible explanation of this as veterinary surgeons for the Cart-horse Parade 
phenomenon is the fact that she did not go io be held in Regent’s Park on Whit Monday: Mr. 
through a normal labour and that she neither W. S. King, Mr. J. W, McIntosh, Professor W. C. 
cleaned the fawn nor ate any part of the Miller and Mr. B. Tay. Major-General Sir John 
Dlacenta. Moore will judge the turn-outs. 


ry 
) 
| 
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REPORT 


Medical Research Council’ 


Report for 1935-36. 


Once again we are confronted by the unenvi- 
able task of attempting to present to our readers 
a brief notice of the annual Report of the 
Medical Research Council. As the years go by 
this report becomes of increasing interest and 
the details of achievement become more fascinat- 
ing than ever. 

Part | 


The Report very appropriately opens with 
congratulations to Sir Henry Dale, Director of 
the National Institute for Medical Research and 
to Professor Otto Loewi, of the University of 
Graz, on the award jointly to these gentlemen 
of the Nobel Prize for Medicine for 1936. As 
our readers will be aware, Sir Henry Dale and 
his colleagues, Drs. Gaddum, Feldberg and 
Brown and others, have for long prosecuted 
active research concerned with the substance 
acetylcholine, which has now an _ established 
place in both human and veterinary medicine. 
The extraordinary potency of acetylcholine in 
stimulating parasympathetic nerve-endings, and 
its rapid destruction by hydrolysis, suggested a 
fundamental physiological function, which 
eluded determination until between 1921 and 
1926 Professor Loewi showed that stimulation 
of the frog’s vagus nerve liberated a chemical 
substance, probably acetylcholine, which was 
by itself capable of slowing the heart’s action— 
one of the well-known effects of stimulation of 
the vagus. Further work followed and among 
other effects Dale and his colleagues showed 
that acetylcholine is not only the transmitter of 
the impulse from the vagus to the heart muscle, 
but it is also responsible for all parasympathetic 
nerve activity, and for some sympathetic 
actions, such as sweating. Later, in 1935-36, 
Dale and his colleagues showed that acetylcho- 
line is beyond doubt also the medium through 
which nerve impulses activate voluntary muscle. 

The importance and the repercussions of this 
brilliant work are impossible to adumbrate, but 
it has already had important applications, and 
everyone will look forward to remarkable pro- 
gress in different aspects of neuro-muscular 
physiology and pharmacology as the direct 
result of this discovery. 

INFLUENZA.—The investigations of Sir Patrick 
Laidlaw, Dr. C. H. Andrewes, Dr. Wilson Smith 
and Dr. Stuart Harris on human influenza have 
resulted in some striking discoveries. The 


*|Report or THE MEbIcCAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
FoR 1935-36. (Cmd. 5378): Published by H.M 
Stationery Office, 1937. Price 3s.] 
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transmission of the virus of human influenza 
from man to ferrets and then from the latter to 
mice, had already been established, but as 
several continental workers pointed out, there 
was no certainty that the disease in ferrets was 
actually due to the human influenza virus ; in 
fact, there were some who cast doubt upon this 
being so. In the year under review, conclusive 
proof has been brought forward to show that 
not only can ferrets be infected from human 
cases, but man can himself contract typical 
human influenza from an infected ferret. It is 
worth while recording a paragraph here verbatim 
from the Report itself; on pages 14-15 there 
appears the following passage :— 


“Virus originally oblained from a human 
case, but since passed through 196 ferrets 
in series, was used to infect a small batch 
of mice. One of these, when heavily 
infected, sneezed violently at close range 
while it was being examined by Dr. Stuart- 
Harris. After 45 hours he experienced the 
abrupt onset of a sharp and typical attack 
of influenza, reaching its climax on the third 
day with a temperature of 102°F. Dr. 
Wilson Smith was able to follow this attack 
from ils onset and to obtain successive 
samples for investigation during and after 
the illness. Washings obtained from the 
nasopharynx up to the fourth day were 
directly infective not only for ferrets but 
also for mice, this being the first instance 
in which the latter had been successfully 
infected with material directly from a 
human case. Fortunately, a sample of Dr. 
Stuart-Harris’s blood serum, taken before 
the attack, was available for examination; 
and this was found to contain no demon- 
strable antibody for the virus of human 
influenza. There were indications that such 
antibody began to appear in his blood early 
in the course of the attack; by the eighth 
day after infection, when symptoms had 
completely subsided, it was _ strongly 
developed, and still more strongly on the 
16th and 31st days, after which it underwent 
a slow decline.” 


We imagine that this experience of Dr. 
Stuart-Harris will in all probability become one 
of the classics of human medical research 
history. 

It is important to report further that evidence 
has now been collected from many different 
parts of the world to show that the virus of 
influenza occurring in these other parts is 
identical with that isolated previously by the 
Hampstead workers. Thus, serologically identi- 
cal virus has been investigated from Porto Rico, 
Philadelphia, Alaska, Melbourne (Australia), 
Holland, the U.S.S.R., and St. Helena. 

Immunisation trials are being conducted, but 
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the Report throws out a warning that it would 
probably be dangerous at this stage in the 
investigations to prophesy immediate success. 
There are serious difficulties, not the least of 
which is the difficulty of growing the virus satis- 
factorily on non-human tissues. 


NUTRITION.—As would be surmised, a con- 
siderable space is devoted to human nutrition. 
Various aspects receive notice, among them 
being the results of Professor Cathcart’s survey 
of what people in this country eat, chemical 
composition of British foods (in which it is 
shown that many of the older cooking customs 
are not founded upon any basis of useful nutri- 
tive fact; meat, for instance, plunged into 
boiling water and cooked, shows no difference 
in losses, ete., from meat put into cold water 
and brought slowly to boil and then cooked), 
and the influence of diet on decay of children’s 
teeth. Much of this work, though intensely 
interesting to human practitioners, has little 
or no bearing upon animal dietetics. We may 
note, however, two aspects which it may be well 
to keep in mind when advising on matters of 
animal nutrition. The iron requirements of 
women, especially during pregnancy and lacta- 
tion, are far greater than those of men, and 
many women even of the middle classes suffer 
from a mild degree of anaemia, due to lack of 
an adequate iron intake. 


DIET AND DENTAL CARIES.—After describing 
the difficulties of staging an experiment upon 
human beings with anything like the scientific 
accuracy customarily demanded for an experi- 
ment upon animals, the Report discusses the 
further results obtaired in Birmingham insti- 
tutions with children to whose standard diet 
additions were made. Mrs. Mellanby’s thesis 
that an adequate supply of vitamin D during 
infancy and adolescence had a profound effect 
in preventing dental caries has been convincingly 
proved. <A direct relationship between the 
structure of the teeth and decay was found. 


PUERPERAL SEpsis.—The now well-known, 
and so far suecessful, methods of treating 
puerperal sepsis by the use of “ red prontosil,”’ 
prontosil soluble’? and para-aminobenzene 
sulphonamide with which are associated the 
names of Drs. Leonard and Dora Colebrook, are 
also discussed in some detail. It is pointed out 
that effort must be concentrated firstly, on pre- 
venting the access of responsible haemolytic 
streptococci to the birth canal, whether from 
other parts of the body (the respiratory tract 
especially), medical attendants, friends, etc., and 
secondly, upon so raising the natural powers of 
resistance to infection by adequate and com- 
plete diet during pregnancy, that any accidental 
infection may be overcome. Only when these 
two measures fail will puerperal sepsis follow, 
and treatment by drugs become necessary. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 19. Von. 49. 585 


EpripEMics.—The experiments of Profs. Tapley 
and Greenwood and Drs. Bradford Hill, Joyce 
Wilson and Marion Watson connected with 
aspects of herd epidemics, immunities, ete., are 
discussed, and it is pointed out that although 
much valuable information has already been 
obtained by studying the course of artificially 
induced epidemics of Salmonella aertrycke, Pas- 
teurella muriseptica and the virus of ectromelia 
among mice, only the fringes of the problems 
involved have yet been touched, and the experi- 
mental method of studying epidemics will 
probably ultimately have to be greatly extended. 


TROPICAL MEDICINE.—The Report discusses 
the great need there is for a more intensive 
prosecution of research into tropical medical 
problems within the British Empire. The 
pressing nature of the need for work on nutrition, 
malaria, sleeping-sickness, worm infestations, 
tuberculosis and yaws, to mention only a few, 
is discussed, and the announcement of more 
active steps made possible by extra financial 
assistance is made. Research fellowships are 
being instituted and special appointments will 
follow in due course. These will be made under 
most favourable conditions, so that those 
holding them may devote their whole energies 
to their problems unhampered by routine or 
administrative duties. A specialised tropical 
research cadre is envisaged, built up of indi- 
viduals who have proved themselves capable 
and fitted for the peculiar nature of tropical 
research work. 

Part Il 


This details the work carried out at the 
National Institute for Medical Research at 
Hampstead. Further details are given of the 
progress made in research investigations in 
which final conclusions have not yet been 
reached. 

This part of the Report is itself a suminary, 
and it is impossible to cover the very wide 
nature of the information it contains. Only 
some aspects which appeal more particularly to 
the veterinarian will be mentioned here. 

Further work by an entirely new method of 
ultra-centrifugation of viruses has resulted in a 
remeasurement of the sizes of some viruses, and 
a good degree of correspondence has been 
obtained between the results given by the newer 
method and some of the older ones. The virus 
of foot-and-mouth disease still holds its place 
as possessing the smallest unit yet studied. 
Progress has been made in the study of tumours 
of birds which can be transmitted by cell-free 
filtrates, but the position appears to be even 
more complex than was at first believed. It is 
presumed that a virus-like agent may be con- 
cerned in the production of bird sarcoma. 
Mention is made of Dunkin’s preparation of 
“ johnin ” which is now finding a wide and 
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important application in the diagnosis of Johne’s 
disease in cattle. Experiments in progress seem 
likely to show that the goat may prove to be 
useful for testing preparations of ‘‘ johnin ”’ for 
potency, with a view to achieving uniformity of 
strength. The organism causing an analogous 
disease in sheep remains resistant to culture on 
fluid media. In the section on Pharmacology 
and Chemotherapy, further work on ergometrine 
—the active oxytocic principle of ergot— 
continues with a view to finding a method of 
synthesis. Promising curative results of two 
arsenical preparations are mentioned in experi- 
mental trypanosomiasis. Much work on endo- 
crinology is mentioned. Perhaps one of the 
_ more important problems is that of administering 
a hormone therapeutically in such a way as to 
secure a continuity of its action comparable with 
that which results from its natural liberation 
into the blood stream. Some success has been 
achieved by using a large volume of oil as a 
vehicle for injection, thereby delaying the rate 
of absorption, prolonging and intensifying the 
action and slowing the rate of excretion. As 
would be expected, the discovery by Collip, of 
“Montreal, that an anti-hormone might be pro- 
duced in the system by successive injections of 
a particular hormone, has received attention. 
The principle of anti-hormone production has 
been confirmed for anterior pituitary gonado- 
tropic hormone. An effective antigonadotropic 
hormone has been produced from the goat. 
This antihormone, when once produced, can 
neutralise the natural secretion of an animal’s 
own anterior pituitary gland. 


To conclude our reference to this part of the 
Report, some better idea of the work accom- 
plished by the Institute can be obtained when 
it is mentioned that there is a list of 78 papers 
which have been published by its workers. 


Part III is concerned with the Determination 
of Biological Standards and the Methods of 
Biological Assay and Measurement, and Part IV 
deals with Clinical Research Units. 


In Part V there is detailed an enormoyps 
amount of work being undertaken in practically 
every medical school and college in Great 
Britain which is wholly or partly financed by 
the Medical Research Council. To most of these 
only a passing reference is made, but no one 
can read this section of the Report without 
being forcibly impressed with the very extensive 
and widespread nature of the research investi- 
gations which members of the Medical profession 
can carry out in consequence of and aided by 
funds from the Medical Research Council. 


The Report for 1935-36 is a worthy successor 
to previous reports and will well repay careful 
study by members of our profession who wish 
to keep themselves aware of the progress of 
medical research in this country. 
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ABSTRACTS 


|EKezema Associated with Lactation Treated 
with Intravenous Injections of Sodium 

Bromide. Grovuiave, P. (1936.) Rev. gén. 

Méd, vét, 45, 539. 670-672. ] 

The acute eczema sometimes seen in lactating 
bitches and associated with severe and wide- 
spread pruritus has been successfully treated in 
the following way. Four injections of sodium 
bromide were administered intravenously at 
about two-day intervals, 10 ¢.c. of solution 
being injected on each oceasion. [Unfortunately 
the strength of the bromide solution is not 
recorded.| It is emphasised that the bromide 
solution should be freshly prepared. Further- 
more, it is noted that injections may be followed 
by slight symptoms of shock. 

EK. J. P. 
| The Use of Acidophilus Milk in the Treatment 

of Dysentery in Young Animals. Snaw, J. N.. 

and Mutu, O. H. (1986.) Amer. Vet. Med. Ass. 

90. 2. 171-175. | 


Milk soured by the addition of culture of 
Lactobacillus acidophilus was administered both 
as a prophylactic and as a therapeutic agent to 
young lambs, calves, colts and pups in an 
attempt to reduce the losses from dysentery. 
Good results are claimed for the procedure. 
[An investigation of this type should be carried 
out on an extremely wide scale with adequate 
controls and all results should be submitted to 
accurate statistical analysis. Furthermore, it is 
necessary to distinguish between (a) dysentery 
due to coliform organisms, (b) dysentery due to 
clostridial infections and (c) dysentery due to 
other causes, ¢.g., worms, poisons, ete. None of 
these requirements has been fulfilled in the 
report of the investigation and in consequence 
the conclusion must be viewed with considerable 
reserve. |} 

| Swine Dysentery in lowa from a Field Stand- 
point Horrerp, R. M. (1936.) J. Amer. Vet. 
Ass, 88, 3. 299-310. | 


The writer describes an acute infectious 
disease of swine, characterised by diarrhoea 
which contains unaltered blood. The aetiology 
of the condition is uncertain but one gathers 
from the article that hog cholera immunisation 
is believed to act as an important predisposing 
cause. Other predisposing causes are castration 
and farrowing. The disease is widespread in 
lowa and the mortality is serious, approxi- 
mating to 50 or even 100 per cent. There is no 
reliable curative treatment. Control is based on 
segregation and the prompt removal of the 
healthy stock to clean ground and disinfected 
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houses. The writer recommends rigid application 
of the McLean county system of swine sanitation. 
Diet is stated to be an important factor in 
permitting the spread of the disease through 
the apparently healthy pigs and the writer 
recommends that all corn (presumably maize) 
should be removed, and soaked oats and butter- 
milk or sour milk provided. On infected farms 
cattle should not be grazed with the swine as 
there is evidence indicating that cattle have 
transmitted the infection. The writer describes 
instances where outbreaks have been controlled 
by prompt removal of the healthy pigs to clean 
disinfected houses or land, combined with 
attention to diet. A slaughter policy with 
thorough disinfection would appear to be the 
most reliable means of controlling outbreaks. 
From the article it is not clear what period 
should elapse before restocking. (‘‘ A season at 
least and preferably longer. Following this the 
premises may be tested with a few head of 
hogs... .’’) 
H. G. L. 


WIDOWS’, ORPHANS’ AND OLD AGE 
CONTRIBUTARY PENSIONS (VOLUNTARY 
CONTRIBUTION) BILL, 1937 


ELIGIBILITY OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SCHEME 


There may be some, among readers of this 
journal, who will be interested to learn that 
members of the veterinary profession are eligible 
for admission to the scheme of voluntary 
insurance proposed in the above-named Bill on 
exactly the same terms as other persons for 
whom the Bill makes provision, 

In brief, this voluntary insurance scheme is 
open to persons under 55 years of age on 
January 3rd, 1938, whose incomes do not exceed, 
in the case of men, £400 a year (of which as 
much as £200 may be “ unearned ”), and, in the 
case of women, not exceeding £250 a year, of 
which up to £125 may be “ unearned.” 

Applicants must have resided in Great Britain 
continuously from January 3rd, 19 

The proposed contributions for entrants before 
January 3rd, 1938, are:— 

Men.—-\s. 3d. a week, or if allowed to insure 
for widows’ and orphans’ pensions only, 10d. a 
week, 

Women.—6d. a week. 

The benefits proposed are:—- 

Widows’ Pensions.—10s. a week with, in addi- 
tion, allowances for children, while under a 
specified age, of 5s. a week for the eldest (or 
only) child and 3s. a week for each other child. 


Orphans’ Pensions.—7s. 6d. a week for each 
orphan child while under a_ specified age. 

Old-age Pensions.—Beginning at the age of 65 
of 10s. a week for an insured man or woman 
and 10s, a week for the wife of a man pensioner 
when she also attains the age of 65. 


The insurance will not be open to persons 


already insured, or qualified to be insured, under 
the existing Contributory Pensions Act. | 

The passage of this Bill into law and its entry 
into operation will be announced later. 
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REVIEW 


|Malkmus’ “ Clinical Diagnosis of the Internal 
Diseases of Domestic Animals.” Eleventh 
Edition. Revised by J .R. Mohler, v.M.p., D.Sc., 
and A, Eichhorn, p.v.s. 312 pages. 1 colour 
plate; 72 illustrations. Publishers: Bailliére, 
Tindall and Cox. Price 15s.] 


Such is the importance of diagnosis in 
veterinary medicine that one cannot but wonder 
at the scanty literature upon the subject. Thus, 
when the first edition appeared of Malkmus’ 
‘“ Clinical Diagnosis of the Internal Diseases of 
Domestic Animals,”’ it must have been received 
with gratification by general practitioners. The 
first edition, however, was published in 1898, 
and to-day we witness the completion of the 
llth Edition; yet in all those years, there 
appears to have been little enlargement of the 
work, in spite of the many advances made in 
the art of diagnosis. Perusal of the index gives 
a first impression that the book is very complete, 
but as one item after another is sought for, the 
seeker is often disappointed. 

Throughout the work of 311 pages far too 
little attention has been paid to differential 
diagnosis which, after all, is the great stumbling 
block of all students of medicine. It is easy 
enough to record a few symptoms pertaining to 
each disease, but quite another matter to 
enlighten the practitioner as to how to dis- 
tinguish one condition from another and closely- 
allied state. For instance, epilepsy is dealt with 
in three lines ; eclampsia in one, and no indica- 
tion is given as to the differential diagnosis 
between these maladies and apoplexy or any 
other abnormality capable of producing con- 
vulsions or loss of consciousness. Under 
** Diseases affecting the skin ’’ mention is made 
of eczema, but there is no reference to its predi- 
lection seats, or to its macroscopic characters 
as compared with mange or acne, ete. 

Little or no indication is given concerning the 
salient features of rheymatism in the various 
animals, or how it could be diagnosed. 


Pyometra appears not to be mentioned, and 
yet it must often be a source of difficulty to 
veterinary surgeons to distinguish this disease 
from acute metritis and from a number of other 
conditions which give rise to similar symptoms. 


Numerous causes for vomiting are tabulated, 
but the canine practitioner in particular will be 
amazed to find no reference in the list to 
enteritis, metritis or nephritis, all of which are 
potent causes of vomiting in the dog. The 
author says that vomiting is always a symptom 
of disease. This, however, cannot be true since 
dogs and cats will vomit after having eaten 
grass or having received a nauseous draught of 
medicine, and yet are not in any way ill. 
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It is surprising, to say the least, that the 
modern method of diagnosing pregnancy in 
mares finds no place in the work. No allusion 
indeed, is made to any method of diagnosing 
this condition in any animal. 

So far as small animals are concerned, some 
mention should surely have been made of 
X-radiography. The whole subject of radio- 
graphy as a diagnostic agent is, in fact, dis- 
missed in a few words. In a modern work on 
diagnosis this is a serious omission. 


A number of grave and also of minor diseases 
are responsible for general abdominal distension, 
and whilst nearly all of these are enumerated, 
no indication is offered as to how one may be 
distinguished from another. Surely that is the 
real essence of a work on clinical diagnosis, and 
its author is wrong in assuming that the reader 
knows it already. 

Tumours, other than of the head, are not 
mentioned in the book, and yet there must be 
an abundance of information available which is 
of diagnostic value. How, for instance, is the 
practitioner to distinguish between the vaginal 
discharges arising from cancer of the uterus and 
from metritis ? 

In discussing the tuberculin test, the author 
pays scant attention to the intradermal method. 
He concludes by stating that it is inferior to 
either the ophthalmic or the subeutaneous tests. 
Reference to the testing of dogs or cats for 
tuberculosis is entirely omitted. 

Yawning is described as a“ long, deep inspira- 
tion with the mouth wide open . . . manifested 
in the dog as a consequence of fatigue, sleepiness 
and after awakening.’ The serious import of 
yawning is when it occurs as a symptom of 
(dlisease, and we would have been happier to have 
read as well the statement that it occurs in 
consequence of cerebral anaemia, arising either 
from weak heart action, internal or external 
haemorrhage, sudden parturition, or too rapid 
and complete paracentesis abdominis. 

Owing to the importance of ringworm as a 
disease capable of being transmitted to man, it 
is a matter of regret that more information is 
not available in this work, concerning the 
diagnosis of the disease. No reference is made 
to its detection by Wood’s glass and ultra violet 
rays (a method which any clinician could carry 
out in his own consulting room); nor is there 
an adequate description of the microscopical 
features distinguishing Tricophyton, Microsporon 
and Achorion, (Favus). 

A new feature of the 11th Edition is the 27 
pages devoted to a detailed description of blood. 
Excellent though that section is, we feel that it 
has not been pushed to its logical conclusion as 
there is no summary to guide the busy practi- 
tioner as to why and how we should examine 
blood specimens, what he is expected to find in 
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Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


A quarterly meeting of Council, R.C.V.S.. was 
held at 10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on 
Friday, April 9th, 1937, with Mr. J. Willett, 
President, in the chair. 

There were also present: Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley, Professor J. B. Buxton, Messrs. H. W. 
Dawes, P. F. Dolan, Sir Frederick Hobday. 
Mr. J. Holroyd, Major Hamilton Kirk, Messrs. 
G. H. Livesey, G. H. Locke, Sir John M’Fadyean, 
Messrs. J. W. McIntosh; A. MacKenzie. G. I. 
Male, Major A. B. Mattinson, Captain T. M. 
Mitchell, Lieut.-Colonel W. S. Mulvey, Mr, W. 
Nairn, Professor J. J. O’Connor, Lieut.-Colone! 
P. J. Simpson, Captain R. Simpson, Mr. Arnold 
Spicer. Major F. J. Taylor, Mr. J. F. D. Tutt, 
Colonel G. K. Walker, Dr. A, W. Whitehouse, 
Professor G. H. Wooldridge and Lieut.-Colone! 
T. Dunlop Young. 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
were confirmed. 

PRESENTATION tO Miss SHEATHER 

Mr. Horroyp: Sir, at your invitation Miss 
Sheather is present to receive at your hands a 
silver tea tray and salver. It needs few words 
of mine to state why we are giving Miss 
Sheather this present. Most members will know 
that for a period of six years Miss Sheather 
served as Assistant Librarian to this College 
without a salary, and on that account the 
Council thought, now that the opportunity has 
presented itself by reason of Miss Sheather’s 
forthcoming marriage, they would like to give 
her a small present in recognition of the 
valuable services which she has rendered to the 
College. In the name of the subscribers I ask 
you, Sir, to present this tea tray and salver to 
Miss Sheather. (Applause. ) 

The PresipENtT: Miss Sheather, this is one of 
the most pleasant duties T have had to perform 
as President. I present to you this tea tray and 
salver with the Council’s thanks for the admir- 
able work you did as Assistant Librarian. You 
are intimately connected with the profession 
through your grandfather and your father. 
Your father was an honoured member of this 
Council for some time, and we regretted the 


them, or how he should draw his diagnostic 
conclusions therefrom. 

We hope that this frank but friendly (and 
therefore more sincere and valuable) criticism 
may go far to improving the 12th Edition. We 
shall look forward with pleasure to its publi- 
cation. 
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fact that he found that his professional duties 
prevented him from remaining with us. On 
behalf of the Council I wish you every happi- 
ness in your married life and present you with 
this small token of our appreciation, 

(The President then made the presentation 
amid the applause of the members.) 

Miss SHEATHER: I can only thank you very 
much indeed. I thoroughly enjoyed) working 
here, and for some reasons IT am extremely 
sorry to leave. IT appreciate very much this 
presentation. (Applause. ) 

(Miss Sheather then withdrew.) 

CORRESPONDENCE 
The Secretary read the following letter from 
Sir John Simon, dated February Sth + 

_“T have had the honour to lay before the 
King the loyal address of the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on 
the occasion of His Majesty’s accession to 
the Throne, and I have been commanded by 
the King to convey to you and to all the 
Members of the College His Majesty’s deep 
appreciation of the sentiments of loyalty and 
devotion to which it gives expression.” 

The Secretary read the following letter from 
Mr. Henry Sumner, junr. 

“T write to express our most grateful 
thanks for your kind letter of January 13th. 
The Council’s most generous acknowledg- 
ment of the efforts of my father to serve the 

rofession has helped us to feel that our 
oss and sorrow had indeed truly 
shared.” 


The SecrReETARY read a letter from Messrs. 
Collyer-Bristow & Co... solicitors to the late 
Miss Aleen Cust, dated April 6th, announcing 
a bequest to the College of £5,000, and enclosing 
an extract from the will. 

The Secretary added: It is not necessary for 
me to read the whole of the extract from the 
will. It is a legacy of £5,000 to the College to 
be held on trust for the purpose of establishing 
and maintaining a scholarship in Veterinary 
Research, to be called the ** Miss Aleen Cust 
Research Scholarship.” The sum is to be in- 
vested, and the income is to be applied for the 
scholarship. It is to be open to scholars of any 
age who are natural-born English, Scottish 
Welsh or Irish men or women. The Council has 
full powers to make rules and conditions for 
the award of the scholarship without restric- 
tion, but she expresses her wish that in deciding 
between candidates for the scholarship who are 
otherwise in their opinion of equal merit, the 
Council shall, as between men and women, give 
preference to women. 

The SEcRETARY announced that an invitation 
had been received from the National Association 
for the Prevention of Tuberculosis to send dele- 
gates to the Twenty-third Annual Conference 
on July Ist. He also announced that an invita- 
tion had been received to send delegates to the 
Sixth International Congress of Microbiology 
to be held in Milan on April 28rd and 24th. 
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The Presipent: You have heard the letter 
with reference to the munificent legacy left to 
this College by Miss Cust. As you know, she 
Was the first lady graduate of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. Dr. Bullock has made 
the necessary ucknowledgment. I take it you 
will authorise the Treasurer to invest this sum 
in some suitable security. A committee will 
have to be appointed to draw up rules and 
regulations with reference to this scholarship. 

Mr. Hotroyp: I beg to move that the matter 
be referred to the Examination Committee for 
their preliminary report. 

Dr. WHITEHOUSE: I second that. 

The Presipent: T want the authorisation of 
this Council for the Treasurer to invest this 
sum. (Agreed.) Then it is proposed that the 
matter be referred to the Examination Com- 
mittee. (Agreed.) 


Obituary List.--The Recistrak read the list 
of deaths of members which had been reported 
since the previous quarterly meeting, all 
members standing in silence. 


Reports of Committees 


Finance and General Purposes Committee 


Mr. Narrn read the report, as follows, and 
moved its reception and adoption. Captain 
Townson seconded the motion, which was 


carried. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, havin 
been printed and circulated, were taken as rea 
and signed as correct. 

Financial Statement.—-The Treasurer submitted 
his financial statement for the quarter, showing 
an adverse balance of £5 15s. 6d. and liabilities 
amounting to £114 12s. 0d. 

The Treasurer’s statement was adopted, and he 
was ordered to pay the liabilities shown 
together with cheques for current expenditure. 

Legacy.—-The Secretary reported the 
from Mrs. West Firth of a legacy of £25. It 
was resolved, “ That this amount be added to 
the Library Endowment Fund.” , 

Library Grant.—It was resolved, “ That a grant 
of £100 to the Library be made for the ensuing 
year.” 

Library Endowment: Fund,—It resolved, 
“That the Treasurer be ordered to invest. the 
balance in hand in the Library Endowment Fund 
in a suitable security.” ; 

Annual Fees.—-The Secretary submitted partic- 
ulars of four members in arrears with annual 
fees and it was resolved: - 

(a) “ That proceedings be taken to recover the 
fees through the County Court in two cases. 

(b) “That a sub-committee be to 
enquire into the general question of the recovery 
of annual fees from defaulting members. . 

(c) “ That the sub-committee consist of Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Captain R. 
Simpson, together with the Chairman and 
Treasurer.” 

Architects’ Fees. was resolved, That the 
account rendered by Messrs. Roddick, Colvin and 
Clark for the preparation of plans for — 
additional accommodation at No. 10, Red Lion 
Square, amounting to £52 10s. 0d., be approved 
and paid.” 
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PURCHASE OF No. 9, RED Lion SQuARE.—It was 
resolved :— 

(a) “That a loan of £8,000 be obtained from 
the National Provincial Bank, Ltd., 114, High 
Holborn, London, W.C.1, to provide for the 
completion of the purchase money of No. 9, Red 
Lion Square.” 

(b) “That Mr. J. Willett and Lieut.-Colonel 
P, J. Simpson be authorised to sign on behalf 
of the College the charge produced to the Council 
charging the stocks therein mentioned to National 
Provincial Bank, Ltd., to secure all moneys from 
a to time owing by the College to the said 

ank. 

Use OF PREMISES aT No, 9.—It was resolved 
to recommend, “That a House Committee be 
appointed to deal with arising from 
the ownership by the College of the adjoinin 
premises, the tenancies of the ground, secon 
and third floors and the occupation by the 
College staff of the first floor.” 

Repairs.—-It was resolved, “ That the question 
of repairs be referred to the House Committee 
with power to act.” 

Coronation Decorations.—It was left to the 
President, Chairman and Treasurer to decide 
what decorations should be obtained for the 
College building at the time of the Coronation. 

Membership Diplomas.—It was resolved, “ That 
estimates be obtained for the supply of 500 copies 
of the Diploma of Membership.” 

_ Scale of Examiners’ Fees.—The recommenda- 
tion of the Examination Committee as to the 
scale of fees for examiners was approved. 

_ President’s Chain.—-The Secretary was 
instructed to obtain estimates for the provision 
of six additional links to the President’s chain. 

Annual Report.—The draft annual report on 
the work of the committee for the past year 
was submitted and with one amendment, was 
approved. 

The Presipent: Arising out of the report of 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee, 
a House Committee has to be appointed to deal 
with all matters arising out of our ownership 
of No. 9, Red Lion Square, and our occupation 
of the first floor. 

The Secretary: The old House Committee 
consisted of the President, Treasurer, Colonel 
Brittlebank, Professor Buxton, Mr. Holroyd, 
Major Kirk, Mr. Livesey, Mr. Locke, Mr. 
McIntosh, Colonel Mulvey, Colonel Walker and 
Professor Wooldridge. 

Mr. Mace: I move the re-election of these 
same gentlemen. 

Mr. Tutt: I second that. 

The PRESIDENT: It is moved that the old 
House Committee be re-elected en bloc on this 
new remit. 

The motion was carried. 


Examination Committee 


Mr. Livesey read the report, as follows. and 
moved its reception and _ adoption, Dr. 
WHITEHOUSE seconding the motion :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

(a) A letter was received from Dr. Maitland 
thanking the Council for the resolution passed at 
its previous meeting. 
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(b) A letter was received from a final year 
candidate, who failed at the examination in 
December, 1936, asking for a special concession 
in regard to attendance before presenting him- 
self for re-examination. The Secretary was 
instructed to refer the candidate to the Principal 
of the College at which he is a student. 

(c) Complaint by Professor Bayley Butler. 
The Secretary reported that he had communi- 
cated the nature of the ome made by 
Professor Butler to the External Examiners and 
after receiving their replies had communicated 
the gist of these to Professor Butler, from whom 
no further communication had been _ received. 

Complaint by Professor Walker—The 
Secretary reported that he had communicated the 
nature of the complaint made by Professor 
Walker to the External Examiners and read to 
the Committee the replies received. 

It was resolved, “That the Secretary be 
instructed to communicate with Professor Walker 
informing him of the action taken.” 


REPORTS OF SUB-COMMITTEES 


FINAL EXAMINATION.—The sub-committee sub- 
mitted a statement drawn up after consultation 
with the examiners as to the conduct of the 
final examination, which was approved. 


COMPLAINTS AT THE DECEMBER EXAMINATIONS.— 
The following report of the sub-committee was 
read and approved. 


The sub-committee beg to report as 
follows: — 
Complaint by Examiners in Animal Manage- 


ment. 

The complaint was that a rejected second 
year student had offered violence to one 
of the Examiners. This student has now 
relinquished the course, and the Principal 
of the College has issued instructions to all 
the Internal Examiners enjoining upon them 
the importance of not —— the results 
of the examination until after the official 
figures are published. ci 

The sub-committee are satisfied that no 
further action need be taken. 

Complaint by the Vice-Chancellor of the 

University of Liverpool, 

The sub-committee, after communication 
with the Examiner in question and with the 
Vice-Chancellor, are glad to report that 
provision has now been made to prevent the 
possibility of the recurrence of any similar 
complaint. 

CANDIDATES OF MATURE AGE.--The_ followin 
report of the sub-committee was read = an 
adopted. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were 

taken as read and signed as correct. 
Applications from Candidates of Mature Age. 

The Secretary submitted particulars of 
three applications from candidates of mature 
age but in the absence of satisfactory 
evidence as to general education, no action 
was taken. 

Educational Certificates.—A list of educational 
certificates, Nos. 5543, 5544, 5549-5553, 5555. 
5556-5563, 5566-5611, 5613-5615, was submitted 
and approved. 

EXEMPTIONS AND CONCESSIONS. 

(a) Bye-law 62.—It was resolved, ‘ Thal 
exemption under this bye-law be granted in the 
following cases: 5541, 5554, 5564 and 5621. 

“That exemption in respect of chemistry and 
physics be granted in the following cases: 5611 
and 5619.” 
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(b) Special Applications.—Candidate No. 4879 

-application to be admitted to re-examination 
without further attendance. 

It was resolved, “ That the application cannot 
be acceded to.” 

_ Candidate No. 4177—application for examina- 
tion fees to be held over until December, 1937. 
It was resolved, “That the application be 
acceded to.” 

Candidate No, 4311--application the 
parent of this candidate, who was too ill to take 
the examination and who had since died, for 
the examination fee to be refunded. 

It was resolved, “ That the application be 
granted.” 

Candidate No, 4705—application to be allowed 
to take the examination in animal management 
with the third examination. 

It was resolved, “ That the application cannot 
be granted.” 

Candidate No. 4092—referred in anatomy, 
December, 1936—application to be excused re- 
examination in anatomy on the grounds that 
he had at_a previous examination passed in that 
subject. It was resolved, “ That the application 
cannot be acceded to.” 

_ Bye-law 95.—(a) It was resolved, “ That exemp- 

lion under the provisions of this bye-law be 
granted in the case of No. 5611, a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine of Berlin, the prescribed 
additional subject of examination being physi- 
ology and biochemistry.” 

( An application was received from a 
graduate of the Ontario Veterinary College for 
exemption under this bye-law. 

It was resolved, (i) “ That the aeicaion be 
not acceded to”; (ii) “ That under the provisions 
of bye-law 95 (b) no veterinary diploma granted 
after a course of instruction of less than five 
years be recognised as an approved veterinary 
diploma for the purpose of this bye-law.” 


APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS. 


Fifth Year.—The President reported that he 
had appointed Dr. W. M. Scott to be an Examiner 
in Pathology for the Fourth Examination, and 
Mr. R, H. Smythe to be an Examiner in Surgery 
for the Fifth Examination. It was resolved, 
“ That the action of the President be approved.’” 

Class D.—The recommendation of the Examin- 
ation Sub-Committee adopted by the commitiee 
having rendered the appointment of Examiners 
for the Class D examination unnecessary, it was 
resolved :— 

(a) “That the committee records its high 
appreciation of the valuable services rendered 
in the past Pt. Mr. R. J. Hickes, Mr. D. Imrie 
and Mr. F. T. Harvey, who had throughout their 
period of service as Examiners devoted them- 
selves to the duties of their office in a most 
praiseworthy manner, often at great inconveni- 
ence to themselves and always to the complete 
satisfaction of the Council.” 


(b) “That this resolution of appreciation of 


their services be recorded on the minutes.” 

Internal Examiners.—It was resolved, “ That 
the appointment of Mr. J. D. O’Connor as Internal 
Examiner in Hygiene at the Dublin Veterinary 
College be a ing 

Transfer of our Years’ Candidates to the Five 
Years’ Course.—This matter was further con- 
sidered and it was resolved, “ That the Secretary 
be instructed to prepare a list of the candidates 
affected, and to submit suggestions based on the 
circumstances of each case, for the considera- 
tion of the committee in due course.” 

Examiners’ Fees.—On the proposition of the 
Treasurer, it was resolved, “ That in future the 
scale of fees for all Examiners be a fixed sum 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 19.) Von. 49. 591 


per diem plus a subsistence allowance and first- 
class railway fares.” 


COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY INTO VETERINARY EDUCATION 


The Chairman and Secretary submitted a 
memorandum which they had prepared for the 
consideration of the Departmental Committee of 
Enquiry into Veterinary Education, together with 
a summary of the evidence they had given before 
the committee. 

It was resolved, “ That the action of the Chair- 
man and Secretary. be approved and that they 
be thanked for their services in the matter.” 

July Examinations: Clerical Assistance.—The 
Secretary reported that if would probably be 
necessary for him to engage extra clerical assist- 
ance at the time_of the July examination, and it 
was resolved, “ That he be authorised to engage 
such temporary assistance as is found necessary.” 

Annual Report.—The draft Annual Report on 
the work of the committee during the . year 
was submitted and with a few verbal amend- 
ments, was approved. : 

Syllabus in Histology. -A draft syllabus in 
Histology and Embryology was _ submitted, 
together with comments thereon by certain of 
the Internal Examiners. The Secretary was 
instructed to transmit these to the External 
Examiners with a view to the preparation of an 
agreed draft for presentation to the committee 
at its next meeting. 

Delegates to Examinations.—It was resolved, 
“That the Secretary be instructed to call the 
attention of local Secretaries to the importance 
of reporting to the delegate of the Council any 
matter of emerges or complaint arising during 
the course of the Examinations.” 


After discussion, the motion for the adoption 
of the report was put and carried. 


Registration Committee 

The Recistrar read the following report of 
the Registration Committee held on Wednesday, 
April 7th :— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

CASES 

N.92. Using letters “B.V.Se.” The Secretary 
reported that this matter was in the hands of 
the police. 

N53. Using phrase “We specialise in the 
treatment of all canine ailments and diseases.” 
It was resolved, “ That this matter be submitted 
to Standing Counsel for his opinion and _ that 
the Solicitor be authorised to institute a prosecu- 
tion if the opinion of the Standing Counsel is 
favourable to such a_ course.” 

N.154. Using title “ V.S.A.” “ Research Labora- 
tory and Kennel —e. “Canine Surgery. 
The Solicitor reported that he had been informed 
that the offence in’ this case been 
discontinued. 

N.155. Using title “ Veterinary Surgeon,” and 
“ Veterinary Infirmary.” The Solicitor reported 
that he had been unable to secure satisfactory 
evidence in this case, and it was resolved, “ That 
the case be held over for the present.” 

N.159. Using title “Canine Specialist.” A report 
was received from the complainant to the effect 
that this person was now deceased and the case 
was therefore struck oul. sae 

N.160. Using title * The Veterinary Specialist. 
An undertaking was received to the effect that 
the title to be used in fwture would be “ Veter- 
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inary Supply Specialist.”. The undertaking was 
accepted. 
N.161. Alleged improper use of father’s name 


and title. satisfactory explanation was 
received in this case. ; 
Correspondence. The _ Secretary submitted 


correspondence dealing with minor cases and his 
action was approved. In the case where an 
unqualified person had_ signed a_ prescription 
using the letters “ M.R.C.V.S.”, the Secretary was 
instructed to report the matter to the Home 
Office. 

Annual Report.—The draft annual report on 
the work of this committee during the past year 


was considered and with minor verbal amend- 
ments, was approved. 
The PRESIDENT moved the reception and 


adoption of the report. 
Mr. Nairn seconded the motion, which was 


carried. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the Common 
Seal be attached to the authorisations for 
prosecution. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The RecistrRar then read the report of the 
Registration Committee held on Thursday, 
April 8th, as follows :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, havin 
been printed and circulated, were taken as rea 
and signed as correct. 


REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE 


The following report of the Registration Sub- 
committee was received and adopted: — 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

Size of Name Plates, etc.-—After considera- 
tion of this question it was resolved, “ That 
in view of the Resolution of Council of 
April, 1933, no further action is called for.” 


CASES 


2516a. It resolved, “ That there is no 
case. 

2592. Convicted on a charge of driving a 
motor car while drunk, an in’ a manner 
dangerous to the public. It was reported that 
this matter was at present in the hands of the 
Irish Free State Veterinary Council. 

2593. Alleged unprofessional conduct in attend- 
ing a case in charge of another veterinary 
surgeon without seeking a consultation and in 
giving an improper certificate. 

It was resolved, “ That this member be called 
upon to appear before the committee at its next 
meeting.” 

2594. Convicted on a charge of being drunk in 
charge of a motor car. The Secretary reported 
that this member was now in hospital and it was 
resolved, “ That a letter of warning be sent.” 

2595. Alleged attendance on the client of 
another veterinary surgeon without secking a 
consultation. It was resolved, “ That the explana- 
lion submitted by this member be accepted.” 

2074b. Alleged covering. It was _ resolved, 
“That this member be summoned to appear 
before the committee at its next meeting.” 

2540a. Convicted on a charge of being drunk 
and disorderly. Second offence within the last 
18 months. A letter of apology and explanation 
received from this member was considered. 
It was resolved, “ That this member be called 
upon to appear before the committee at its next 


meeting.” 


was 


| 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

(a) An advertisement of boarding kennels 
under veterinary supervision was submitted, the 
address advertised being that of a member of the 
College. 

It was resolved, “That the Secretary be 
instructed to inform this member that the 
advertisement is a breach of the Bye-laws of the 
College and asking for an undertaking.” 

(b) Information was submitted to the effect 
that a member applying for an appointment had 
stated in his application that he had acted as 
locum tenens for members of the College on 
several occasions before he was qualified. The 
Secretary was instructed to communicate with 
the member who had employed him pointing 
out the Rule of the College in the matter. 

(c) Correspondence was submitted relating to 
the appearance of the name of two members of 
the College in the telephone directory printed in 
heavy type. The Secretary was instructed to 
inform the members concerned that this was a 
breach of the Bye-law relating to advertising 
and to ask for an undertaking. 

(d) Other correspondence was submitted and 
the Secretary was instructed ‘as to the replies to 
be sent. 


The PRESIDENT moved the reception and 
adoption of the report. 
Mr. MALe seconded the motion, which was 


carried. 


Parliamentary Committee 

Captain Simpson read the report, as follows, 
and moved its reception and adoption, Captain 
‘Townson seconding the motion :—- 


The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct, 


PRIVATE BILLs. 

(a) Newcastle-under-Lyme.— The Secretary 
reported that’ the of this Bill had 
agreed to accept the amendment proposed by 
the Council to provide that the report as to 
infected stables should be made by a registered 
veterinary surgeon. 

(b) Whitley and Monkseaton.—The Secretary 
reported that this Bill had been withdrawn. 


BILLs, 


(a) Exportation of Horses Bill.-It was resolved, 
“That no action is called for on this Bill.” 

(b) Cinematograph Films (Animals) Bill.—lt 
was resolved, “ That no action is called for on 
this Bill.” 

(c) Livestock Industry Bill—This Bill was 
considered especially in regard to the constitu- 
tion of Advisory Committees as_ provided for 
under Parts iv and v, on which it was felt 
desirable that there should be a_ veterinary 
representative. The Chairman reported that the 
matter was being taken up_ by the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, and it was 
decided to leave the matter in the hands of that 
Association. 


DANGEROUS DRUGS AND ANIMAL CLINICS. 


An enquiry was received from the Home Office 
as to the views of the College in regard to the 
supply of morphine to certain animal clinics for 
use in emergencies. It was resolved, “ That the 
Secretary be instructed lo reply to the effect that 
in the opinion of the Council, no_extension of 
the provisions of the Dangerous Drugs Regula- 
tions in the direction indicated was called for.’ 
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INDIAN GRADUATES IN MALAYA. 


An enquiry was received from the Colonial 
Office as to the views of the College in regard 
to the advisability of permitting graduates of the 
Indian Veterinary Colleges to be entitled to prac- 
lise in Malaya and to be in possession of 
deleterious drugs for the purpose of their 
practice. It was resolved, “ That a reply be sent 
expressing the opinion of the Council that no 
objection could be raised to such a proposal.” 


PROPRIETARY VETERINARY MEDICINES. 


The Secretary submitted a copy of the report 
from the Select Committee on Medicine Stamp 
Duties dated February 18th, 1937, in which the 
following statement was made in regard to 
proprietary veterinary medicines:— 

“Your committee are of opinion that... 
animal medicines, at any rate for the 
posses. should continue to be exempt from 
iability to duty except when advertised for 
the relief of human ailments or bodily 
conditions, etc. Your committee are of 
opinion, however, that the suitability for 
taxation of advertised veterinary remedies 
might well be considered, whilst preserving 
the freedom from liability of all remedies 
dispensed by veterinary surgeons.” 


Annual Report.—The draft annual report on 
the work of this committee during the past year 
was submitted and approved. 

After discussion, the motion for the adoption 
of the report of the Parliamentary Committee 


was put and carried. 


Library and Publications Committee 


Mr. Hotroyp read the report of the Library 
and Publications Committee, as follows, and 
moved its reception and adoption, Captain 
Stmmpson seconding the motion :— 


Chairman.— The Chairman’ expressed his 
thanks to the Vice-Chairman for having con- 
ducted the work of the Committee during his 
absence through illness and thanked the members 
of the committee for their expressions of 
sympathy with him in his recent illness. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


The Librarian submitted his report for the 
Quarter as follows:— ° 

Loans.—The Librarian has to report that 

during the last quarter 343 works were sent 

out on loan. Figures in detail are as follows: 


Jan.-March, Oct.-Dec., Jan.-March, 
1936 1936 1937 


Journals 122 234 185 
Books > 68 88 
Pamphlets if 81 22 15 
Reports 27 55 

203 351 343 


Loans to other societies and institutions 
were as follows:— 

To the National Central Library, 23; to 
the Imperial Bureau of Animal Health, 15; 
to the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, 7; to the Imperial Bureau of 


Agricultural Parasitology, 6; to the Wellcome 
Research Institute, 3; to the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, 2; to the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, 1. 
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Loans from other societies and institutions 

were as follows:— 
_. From the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine, 8; from the Imperial 
Institute of Entomology, 6; from the National 
Central Library, 2; from the Imperial Bureau 
of Agricultural Parasitology, the Science 
Library and the Royal Agricultural Society, 
1 each. 

Of the works lent during the quarter 229 
were borrowed by post neat 184 otherwise. 

READERS AND Visrrors.-—During the quarter 
there were 82 visits to the Library by 
readers and 14 other visits; this compares 
with 52 readers’ visits and 24 other visits 
in the preceding quarter, 

ENnqQuinies._Requests for literature on the 
following subjects were received: Infectious 
ophthalmia in sheep; grass disease in horses; 
the treatment of animals in England before 
the days of veterinary” science; bovine 
mastitis (on which a bibliographical list was 
drawn up). 

THE RINTED CATALOGUE. — Thirty-four 
copies of the catalogue have been sold during 
the quarter, bringing the total up to 75 since 
publication in July. 

PRESENTATIONS. By Dr. F. Bullock, 
Perkins, W. F. British and Lrish writers on 
Agriculture. 1929; Pain, W. Richard Martin 
(1754-1834), 1925. 

By Major F, L. Gooch.-The complete 
modern farrier, Thirty-second edition. 1904. 

There have also been presented to the 
Library 41 official reports, calendars, etc., 
and 304 reprints, pamphlets, dissertations, 

ete. (including 92 inaugural dissertations 
from Budapest, presented by Sir Frederick 
Hobday, dissertations from Leipzig and 
Miinich, and 40 papers from the Institute of 
Parasitology, Macdonald College, Quebec). 

PurcHASEsS.—Nine works were purchased 
during the quarter. 

It was resolved, “ That the report be approved.” 
PURCHASES, 


It was resolved, “ That the following books be 
purchased ” :— 

Barger, E. H., and Card, L. E. “ Diseases and 
Parasites of Poultry.” Philadelphia. 1935. 

“Some Diseases of Cattle in India.” Handbook 
for stockowners. Calcutta. 1924. 

Miller, W. C., and Robertson, E. D._ S. 
* Practical Animal Husbandry.” Second edition 
revised and enlarged. London, 1937. 

Udall, D. H. “ Practice of Veterinary Medicine.” 
Second edition, 1936. 


LIBRARY CATALOGUE. 
It was resolved, “That the Librarian be 
instructed to prepare an annual supplement to 
the Library Catalogue and to issue the same free 
of charge to all purchasers of the catalogue.” 

Library Endowment Fund.—It was resolved, 
“That the Treasurer be authorised to invest the 
balance in hand in the Library Endowment Fund 
Donation Account.” 

Annual Report.—-The_ draft annual report for 
the past year was submitted and considered 
and it was resolved to recommend, “That the 
report as amended be approved for issue to 
the members of the College prior to the Annual 
General Meeting.” 

The report was adopted. 


Mr. Livesry: Before we go to the next report 
may we take this opportunity of expressing our 
gratification at seeing the Chairman of the 
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Library and Publications Committee so much 
restored to health, and congratulate him on his 
partial recovery at least, and welcome him back 
in his old place. (Applause. ) 

Mr. Hotroyp: I am deeply grateful to you 
for this expression. I should also like to take 
this opportunity of thanking you for all the 
kind letters I received during my illness. I can 
assure you that they were a source of great 
comfort and encouragement to me. 

Drarrv ANNUAL REPORT 

The Secretary: It is the recommendation of 
the Publications Committee that the draft 
report which has been circulated, with a few 
verbal amendments which do not alter the 
meaning of the report, be now approved for 
issue to members of the College with voting 
papers prior to the Annual Meeting. 

Mr. Hotroyp: I move accordingly. 

Colonel Stmpson : I second. 

The motion was carried, 


ELECTION OF EXAMINERS 


The Secretary: As to election of Examiners, 
there might have been Examiners for election 
for Class D, but by adopting the report of the 
Examination Committee, the Council has 
already approved of the appointinents made by 
the President and the recommendation that the 
Final Year Examiners under the five years’ 
course should also examine the Class I) candi- 
dates. There is therefore nothing further to be 
done. 

Notices OF MOTION 

The Secretary: Ou behalf of the Chairman of 
the Examination Committee, T give notice that 
at the next quarterly meeting an amendment to 
Bye-law 70 will be moved, the actual wording of 
which will be placed on the notice board 
to-morrow. 

This concluded the business of the quarterly 
meeting of Council. 


Special Meeting of Council 


A special meeting of Council was then held, 
at which the same members were present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read and were 
confirmed. 

Mr. Livesey moved the following :~ - 

* Bye-Ltaw 100.—Omit the words £10 10s, 
in the last line, and insert the words £5 5s. 

“ Bye-Ltaw 67 (b).—Add: ‘The fee for 
examination or re-examination in Animal 
Management, if taken alone, shall be £4 4s.’ 

“Bye-traw (4).—Add: ‘ Students 
obtaining not less than 60 marks in the 
subject of Animal Management shall be 
awarded “ credit” in that subject.’ 


“SCHEDULE II. SECOND EXAMINATION 
Para. ILI, Animal Management :— 

Delete the words (line 2) ‘ either at the 
Second Examination or,” and (line 17) 
‘Two Sessions.’ 

Insert the word * recommended * after the 
words ‘ Course of Instruction.’ 

Transfer the whole paragraph thus 
amended, with the exception of the number, 
to follow the Syllabus for the First 
Examination.” 


Mr. Turt seconded the motion. 


On the suggestion of Colonel Walker, the 
proposal to insert the word recommended 
after the words * Course of Instruction" was 
withdrawn. 

Colonel WALKER: I suppose it will be made 
quite clear that under the new arrangements 
Animal Management does not come within the 
first examination. There should be no ambiguity 
about it. It should have quite a separate place 


in the schedule. 


The Presipenr: That will be done. 

Dr, WriteHouse: am anxious to rise to 
what is, I suppose, a point of order. Under our 
constitution and bye-laws the alteration of a 
bye-law is supposed to be hedged about by a 
good deal of restriction. We are supposed first 
of all to put any suggested alteration on the 
notice board, then to consider it, then to pass it 
and then to confirm it. It seems to me that 
merely to read out a whole mass of suggested 
amendments en bloc, as has just been done. 
without explanation as to what the result will 
be, is not giving effect to the spirit of the 
constitution under which we work. I have no 
motion to make; T merely make my protest. 

The Presipenr: We ean take each amendment 
individually. 

Dr. Wrirknouse: I do not want that to be 
done now, but T think it is a much. better 
proceeding. - 

The Presipenr: Your objection will be borne 
in mind. 

Mr. Livesey: With reference to what Dr. 
Whitehouse has said, the changes that are pro- 
posed in the bye-laws are not very difficult to 
understand. They are sent out with the agenda 
paper, and a member is given a week in which 
to compare them with the original bye-laws, to 
read them through and to see if he can under- 
stand them and, if necessary, he can bring up 
comments on them at the Council meeting, when 
he will always get an explanation. It does not 
seem to me a very great hardship, and I am 
quite sure that Dr. Whitehouse’s brains are 
quite competent to deal with such matters. 
(Laughter. ) 

Dr. WuiteHouse: Thank you! 

The motion, as amended, was then put and 


carried. 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 
Western Counties V.M.A.* 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT EXETER 


The Fifty-third Annual General Meeting of 
the above Division was held at the Rougemont 
Hotel, Exeter, on Wednesday, March 24th, at 
2 p.m. 

The President, Mr. C. V. Watkins, M.R.c.v.s., 
D.V.S.M., occupied the chair, and the following 
additional members signed the attendance book : 
Miss B. Hutton, Majors Rankin, Ascott and 
Fyrth, and Messrs. Mather, Thorburn, Roach, 
Visher, E. R. Edwards, P. W. Bloye, E. B. D. 
Hall, A. C. Urquhart, L. E, Perkins, W. H. 
Chase, C. Masson, L. Norman, J. K. Irvine, 
H. C. Wilkins, J. C. Dyson, R. R. Willing. 
H. B. Kauntze, D. R. T. Hoddinott, D. E. 
Barbour, H. M. Webb, W. G. Blackwell, H. 
Macdonald, Esmond Brown, R. G. Saunders, 
R. H. Smythe, R. Barons Nelder and S. J. 
Motton. Visitors present were: Professor G, F. 
Boddie, Dr. Hewetson, Messrs. P. G. D. Morris. 
F. R. Spratling, Chase (South Africa), E. W. 
Ascoli, M. MacColl and R. F. Taylor. 

Apologies for absence were received from Sir 
rederick Hobday, Major Dunkin, Messrs. F. T. 
and G. Harvey, Townson, Forbes, Bovett (Bridg- 
water), A. KR. Smythe, Roberts (Uffculme), 
Gibbings, Fraser, A. G. Saunders, R. FE. L. 
Penhale, Colonel Head, Messrs. (. Head and 
Stephens. 

The minutes of the previous two meetings, 
having been published in the Veterinary Record, 
were taken as read. 

Correspondence.—A letter from the Hon. 
Local Secretary of the N.V.M.A. Bournemouth 
Congress was read, and the action taken by the 
Hon, Secretary was approved. 

The annual reports of the Hon. Treasurer and 
Ilon. Secretary were received and adopted. 

Election of New Member.—Miss B. Hutton, 
M.R.C.V.S., Of Exeter, was unanimously elected a 
member of the Division. 

Resignation.—The resignation of Mr. E. W. 
Ascoli, of Barnstaple, who was leaving the 
district, was received with regret. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


The election of officers for the ensuing year 
then took place, as follows :—- 
President..—_Mr, P. W. Bloye. 


*Received for publication March 31st, 1937. 


It was agreed to hold the confirmatory 
meeting on Wednesday, April 21st, at 2.30. 

On the motion of Mr. Mare a vote of thanks 
was accorded to the President, and the meeting 
terminated. 
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Vice-Presidents.—Messrs. Watkins, Traser, 
RK. H. Smythe and R. B. Nelder. 

Hon, Auditor.—Mr. E. R. Edwards. 

Hlon. Treasurer.—Mr. Rh. B. Nelder. 

Ilon, Secretary.—Mr, S. J. Motton. 

The Council.—The President, Hon. Treasurer, 
Ilion. Auditor, Hon. Secretary, and Messrs. 
Norman, Masson and R. H. Smythe. 


Representatives on N.V.M.A. Council.—Messrs. 
R. B. Nelder, R, H. Smythe and S. J. Motton. 


County Secretaries —Dorset, Major Fyrth; 
Somerset, Mr. A. G. Saunders; Devon, Mr. R. B. 
Nelder ; Cornwall, Mr. S. J. Motton. 


Next Meeting.—It was decided to hold the 
next meeting at Bodmin. 


Exhibits—Mr. C. V. Warkins exhibited a 
heart showing lesions of swine erysipelas and 
some tubes showing cultures of swine erysipelas 
bacilli. 


Address.—-Professor G. Boppig, B.S¢e., 
M.R.C.V.S., Of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary Col- 
lege, Edinburgh, gave an address on “ Some 
Thoughts on the Use and Abuse of Veterinary 
Radiology.” The address was illustrated by a 
large number of X-ray films and diagrams. 

The discussion was opened by Mr. R. H. 
Smythe (Camborne), who also exhibited several 
X-ray films. [Professor Boddie’s paper, and a 
report of the discussion and of the essayist’s 
reply, are reproduced at the commencement of 
this issue.—-Editor. ] 


Vote of Thanks.—-At the end of the meeting 
the PRESIDENT proposed a very hearty vote of 
thanks to Professor Boddie for coming such a 
long distance and for his kindness in giving 
such an instructive address, and this was 
earried with acclamation. 

A vote of thanks to the retiring President, 
proposed by the Hon. Secretary, for the work 
he had done for the Division during his year of 
office, which had ended with a record attendance 
at a meeting of the Division, was also carried 
with acclamation. 

S. J. Morton, Hon, Secretary, 


SUPPRESSION OF COCK FIGHTING 


The Council of the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals recently 
increased from £100 to £500 their offer of reward 
for information leading to a_ conviction for 
cockfighting. This reward has now been reduced 
to the former amount as the Council are satisfied 
that they have information which will enable 
them to deal satisfactorily with any future out- 
break of cockfighting that_may occur. 

The Society’s offer of £500 reward procured 
the information needed, and also acted as a 
warning to promoters of cockfights. So far as 
the Society knows no cockfighting has taken 
place in this country since the offer was made. 
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Testing under the Miik (Special Designations) 
Order, 1936 


FARMER'S RIGHT TO NOMINATE VETERINARY SURGEON 
UPHELD BY THE MINISTER 
SUCCESSFUL APPEAL AGAINST County COUNCIL'S 
DECISION 

In the editorial columns of this issue we 
discuss the significance of the outcome of corre- 
spondence which passed between the 
Herefordshire County Council, the Minister of 
Health and the holder of a tuberculin-tested 
licence who appealed to the Minister in conse- 
quence of the refusal of the County Council to 
renew his licence, on the ground of its decision 
that the whole-time veterinary officer of the 
County only should be nominated or approved 
for the purpose of carrying out tuberculin tests 
under the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 
1936. 

The Minister, in his award, held that the local 
authority were not empowered to deprive an 
applicant of his right to submit the name of 
any veterinary surgeon for approval and _ that, 
where the applicant prefers to adopt that course, 
the application must be considered in a judicial 
manner. 

The text of the essential items of this corre- 
spondence is reproduced below:— 


(1) From Messrs. H. Phillips and Sons, of the 
Rock Farm, Lugwardine, Hereford, to the 
Minister of Health, London:-— 

Enclosed please find copies of correspondence 
and the 


which has passed between ourselves 
Clerk to the County Council of Hereford. 
You will be aware that up to the end of 


December, 1936, we held a licence to produce 


tuberculin tested milk in respect of the Rock 
Farm, Lugwardine, Hereford. The Clerk to the 
County Council has notified us in’ the letter 


dated January 7th, 1937, that he is unable to 
renew the licence. In accordance with Article 
9 of the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936, 
we hereby wish to lodge an appeal against this 
refusal to renew our licence. You will notice 
that the grounds stated for the refusal by the 
Clerk of the County Council are: — 

Our declining to pay for the services of 
the County Veterinary Staff who are the énly 
velerinary surgeons nominated or approyed 
by the licensing authority for conducting 
tuberculin tests. 

Briefly, we are of the opinion that where a 
charge for tuberculin testing is made upon the 
holder of a licence, the one who pays the fee 


should have some say the choice of the 
velerinary surgeon. Accordingly we have stated 
that it is our wish that Mr. -—————, M.R.C.v.s., 


D.V.H., of - — , be approved by the licensing 
authority to carry out the tuberculin tests upon 
our cattle. It might here be stated that 
Mr. has carried out the test to your 
satisfaction since the granting of the licence. 
It seems strange to us that local authority 
should wish to put the ratepayers to the expense 
of paying for some portion for the testing of 
our herd (since the fees to be charged, 2s. 6d.., 
cannot be said to be the whole cost) when we 
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ourselves are willing lo pay our own veterinary 
surgeon, 


(2) From the Clerk of the Herefordshire 
County Council to the Minister of Health, dated 
January 25th, 1937:- - 

I am in receipt of the Ministry's letler of 
the 23rd instant regarding the appeal of Messrs. 
H. Phillips and Sons against the decision of the 
County Council to refuse to renew their tuber- 
culin tested milk licence. 

There has been no correspondence other than 
that of which the Ministry have copies. There 
have, however, been one or interviews 
between Mr, Phillips and the Deputy Clerk of 
the Council in which the matter” has been 
explained to Mr. Phillips. 

The County Council delegated their) powers 
under the Order to the Diseases of Animals 
Committee and the committee at their meeting 
on June 3rd, 1936, had under consideration the 
question of the nomination or approval of 
private veterinary surgeons for the carrying oul 


of tuberculin tests. After a full) discussion it 
was resolved: — 
“That for the present the” whole-time 


velerinary officers of the county only should 
be nominated or approved for the purpose 
of carrying oul the tests, the charge to be 
2s. 6d. per head per test with a minimum 
of 10s. per visit.” 

This authority contends that as the Order gives 
them power to nominate or approve veterinary 
surgeons, they have a discretion in the matter 
which cannot be over-ridden. 


(3) From Messrs. H. Phillips and Sons lo the 
Minister of Health, dated February 10th, 1937: 


We are now in a_ position to furnish the 
Department with our observations upon the 
extract from a letter which you have received 
the County Council of Hereford through 
the Clerk to that body. 

The Minister will be aware that we have 
voluntarily embarked eradication — of 
tuberculosis from our dairy stock at Rock Farm. 
It is true that we have had the animals tuber- 
culin tested for our own business reasons, but 
nevertheless we do not lose sight of the indirect 
public health benefit of such a proceeding. The 
Minister will also be aware that it is our capital 
that is at stake. He cannot but be also aware 
that we are asked to pay a fee for the tuberculin 
testing of the herd by the County Council's 
nominees, namely, the whole-time staff. 

It is our wish that the veterinary surgeon 
who has carried the herd to its present position, 
and who attends for the other services besides 
tuberculin testing, should be approved. We 
contend that, by reason of his knowledge of our 
herd, the fact that he has brought it to freedom 
from tuberculosis, and carried the work out to 
the satisfaction of the Minister, the County 
Council can have no grounds for withholding 
approval 

Ve do not admit the fact or the legality of 
the proposed delegation to the Diseases of 
Animals Committee, and contend that even if 
such delegation is accomplished in fact and law. 
the resolution referred to in the letter of 
the Clerk to the Council of the 25th ult. is 
ultra vires; because the Council must exercise 
some quasi judicial, and completely unbiased 
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function in nominating or approving a veterinary 
surgeon at the time, and cannot in law or equity 
decide in general terms before any application 
for approval comes before the Authority, that 
they will or will not approve of a particular 
veterinary surgeon or class of veterinary sur- 
geons. oreover, we confess that the last 
sentence in the extract “they have a discretion 
in the matter which cannot be over-ridden,” 
appears to us to be quite out of keeping with 
the provisions in the Order for the right of 
appeal. 


(4) From the Ministry of Health to Messrs. 
H. Phillips and Sons, dated March 22nd, 1937:— 


I am directed by the Minister of Health to 
refer to your letter of the 10th ultimo, regarding 
your appeal against the decision of the Here- 
fordshire County Council refusing to renew the 
licence authorising you to sell under the designa- 
tion ‘“ Tuberculin Tested,” milk produced at 
Rock Farm, Lugwardine. 

In view of the terms of Section 85 of the 
Local Government Act, 1933, the Minister cannot 
accept your contention that the Council have no 
power to delegate their functions under the milk 
(Special Designations) Order, 1936, to a com- 
mittee of the Council, but he is advised that, 
while the committee could properly adopt a 
resolution nominating the whole-time veterinary 
officers of the Council for the purpose of carry- 
ing out tuberculin tests under the Order, they 
are not empowered to deprive an applicant of 
his right to submit the name of another veter- 
inary surgeon for approval, and that where an 
applicant prefers to adopt that course the 
application must be considered in a judicial 
manner. 

In so far, therefore, as the Council’s decision 
was based on the ground that you had declined 
“to pay for the services of the County veter- 
inary staff who are the only veterinary surgeons 
nominated or approved by the Licensing 
Authority for the conducting of tuberculin tests ” 
the Minister hereby allows your appeal. The 
Council have been informed that the necessary 
licence should be granted and that consideration 
should now be given to the application made 
by you for the approval of Mr. , M.R.C.V.S., 
as a veterinary surgeon authorised to carry out 
tuberculin tests and clinical examinations of 
animals for the purposes of the Milk (Special 
Designations) Order, 1936. 


(5) From the Ministry of Health to the Clerk 
of the Herefordshire County Council, dated 
March 22nd, 1937:— 


I am directed by the Minister of Health to- 


refer to your letter of January 25th last 
regarding the appeal by Messrs. H. Phillips and 
Sons against the decision of the County Council 
to refuse to renew their tuberculin-tested milk 
»xroducer’s licence in respect of Rock Farm, 
sugwardine. 

he Minister is advised that the resolution 
adopted by the Diseases of Animals Committee 
at their meeting on June 3rd, 1936, was irregular 
in so far as it purported to approve for the 
carrying oul of tuberculin tests under the Milk 
(Special Designations) Order, 1936, only the 
whole-time veterinary officers of the Council, 
and that, while the committee could properly 
adopt a resolution nominating those officers for 
the purpose in question, they are not empowered 
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to deprive an applicant of his right to submit 
the name of another veterinary surgeon for 
approval. If an applicant prefers to adopt that 
course, the Minister is advised that the Licensing 
Authority must consider in a judicial manner the 
merits of the person whose name is submitted. 

The Minister, therefore, finds that the decision 
of the Council to refuse to grant a renewal of 
the licence to Messrs, H, Phillips and Sons on 
the ground that they had declined “to pay for 
the services of fhe County Veterinary Staff who 
are the only veterinary surgeons nominated or 
approved by the Licensing Authority for the 
conducting of tuberculin tests” cannot be up- 
held, and, as the appeal is based on the question 
of the legality of that requirement, the Minister 
has allowed the appeal. The Council should 
accordingly proceed to grant the necessary 
licence to the appellants, and should forthwith 
consider the application for the approval of 


Mr. ——-——_, M.R.C.V.S., as a veterinary surgeon 


authorised to carry out tuberculin tests and 
clinical examinations of animals for the purposes 
of the Order, 

A copy of a letter which has been addressed 
to the appellants is enclosed for the information 
of the Council. 


(6) From the Clerk of the Herefordshire County 
Council to Messrs. H. Phillips and Sons, dated 
March 23rd, 1937:— 


The Secretary to the Minister of Health to-day 
informs me that he has written to you regarding 
your appeal against the decision of the County 
alte. to refuse to renew your licence. | 
understand he has indicated the grounds of his 
decision, In the circumstances, the County 
Council must now issue a licence to you subject 
to their being satisfied with your premises and 
processes. 


(7) From the Clerk of the Herefordshire County 
Council to Messrs. H. Phillips and Sons, dated 
March 31st, 1937:— 


A Special Meeting of the Diseases of Animals 
Sub-Committee was held to-day when they had 
under consideration the letter from the Ministr 
of Health notifying their decision on your appeal. 

The following resolution was passed, viz.:— 

“That in accordance with the instructions 
of the Ministry of Health a licence be issued 
to the applicants and that a communication 
be addressed to the Ministry of Health 
informing them that the licence had been 
issued although the rd, so far as the 
committee are aware, has not been tested 
within the period specified in the above 
Order and furthermore that the whole of the 
facts be laid before the County Councils 
Association with a view to a_ discussion 


thereof.” 
_ On the question of whether or not the applica- 
tion for approval of Mr. , M.R.C.V.S., as 


a veterinary surgeon authorised to carry out 
tuberculin tests and clinical examinations of 
animals for the purpose of the Order, be 
acceded to, the committee resolved as follows, 
viz.:— 

“That they had no material before them 
upon which to come to a judicial decision 
as to the matter.” 

I am, therefore, enclosing herewith the licence 
granted to together with receipt for the 
amount paid, 


| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
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You will see that at the present time the only 
veterinary officers nominated or approved are 
the whole-time staff of the County Council but 
the committee directed me to inform you that 
should you desire to proceed with your applica- 
tion for the approval of Mr. , M.R.C.V.S., 
they will be prepared, at their next meeting, to 
interview you in — or by a legally qualified 
representative and to hear such evidence as may 
be adduced. 


(8) From the Clerk of the Herefordshire County 
Council to Messrs. H. Phillips and Son, dated 
April 22nd, 1937:— 

I am directed to inform you that the Diseases 
of Animals Sub-Committee at their meeting 
yesterday gave their approval to Mr. ————— 
M.R.C.V.S., conducting tuberculin _ tests and 
clinical examinations of herds for the purposes 
of the above Order. 

I shall be glad to receive Mr. —————'s 
certificate in respect of your herd with as little 
delay as possible, 


THE STATUS OF THE PROFESSION 
IN GERMANY 

Great satisfaction is felt by the veterinary 
profession in Germany in the establishment, on 
April 20th (the birthday of the Fiihrer), of an 
independent veterinary division (Veterinar Ab- 
teilung) in the National Ministry of the Interior. 
This is a great advance, for the profession has 
now direct contact with the Government, and 
occupies a_ position equal to that of Medicine 
and Agriculture, 

Dr. F. Weber has been appointed Ministerial 
Director and guide of the division (Ministerial 
Direktor und Reichstierartzfiihrer). 

In 1900 German veterinarians had no repre- 
sentation in the Ministry. Since 1910 there have 
been veterinary under-divisions in the various 
States, Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, etc., which 
were subservient to Medicine or Agriculture, 

There are about 5,000 veterinarians in the 
country. 

Amongst the new provisions to be introduced 
by the Ministerial Director are the following: 
That the veterinarian now has a definite respon- 
sibility to the Reich for the health of the 
animals under his care; that he shall attend a 
short refresher course, at least every two years, 
to make himself familiar with advances in veter- 
inary science; that the director of all municipal 
abattoirs in towns of more than 3,000 population 
shall be a_ veterinarian; that no unqualified 
person shall practise as a bovine obstetrician, 
nor may an unqualified person treat contagious 
abortion of cattle. 

There are in Germany five veterinary colleges: 
The Veterinary High School in’ Hanover; 
Faculties of veterinary medicine in the Univer- 
sities of Berlin, Leipsic, Giessen and Munich. 
These, however, are under the control of the 
National Ministry of Education, and not of the 
Ministry of the Interior. 


* * + * * 


Erratum.—We regret that in our account last 
week of the recent meeting of the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners, we included the name 
of Dr. W. R. Wooldridge among those of the 
members present. Dr. Wooldridge informs us 
that he is not a member of the Society and 
attended as a visitor. 
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In Parliament 


Livestock Industry Bill 


REPORT AND THIRD READING 

In the House of Commons on Monday lasi, 
on the Order for the consideration of the 
Livestock Industry Bill on the Report stage. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison, Minister of Agriculture, 
moved that the Bill be recommitted to a com- 
mittee of the whole House in respect of certain 
Government amendments, and in respect of an 
amendment to Clause 46. 

he motion was agreed to. 

The House then went into committee, Sir D. 
Herbert, Chairman of Committees, in the Chair. 

Mr, Morrison moved an amendment to Clause 
3 providing that there should be three sub- 
committees of the Livestock Advisory Committee. 
one for England, one for Scotland, and one for 
Wales. He said that this amendment was the 
result of representations which had been made 
to him that there should be a_ separate = sub- 
committee of the Livestock Advisory Committee 
to deal with Welsh agriculture. In order to get 
over the difficulty of making the Advisory 
Committee too large he was _ proposing 
in this amendment that the sub-committee for 
Wales should consist as to two-thirds of members 
of the main advisory committee and one-third 
additional members appointed by Wales. 

The amendment was agreed to, and Clause 3 
aca was ordered to stand part of the 

ill. 

On Clause 21 (Entry and inspection of market 
premises), 

Mr. WEDDERBURN, Under-Secretary for Scot- 
land, moved a new sub-section, the —— of 
which, he said, was to give local authorities 
power to enforce in their own areas Part IV 
(Livestock Markets) of the Bill and the provisions 
of any livestock markets order or livestock 
markets bye-laws. If the amendment were not 
made it would be necessary for the Livestock 
Commission to employ a large number of 
permanent inspectors to see that the bye-laws 
or orders were carried out prepery, and their 
duties would overlap those of the inspectors of 
the local authorities. It seemed a pity that the 
cattle fund should be charged with expenditure 
on work of this kind, which could easily be 
carried out without any additional financial 
burden to the local authorities by the persons 
already dealing with similar matters. The 
amendment did not confer any powers on 
inspectors of local authorities to look at the 
accounts of auctioneers, 

After a brief discussion the amendment was 
agreed to and Clause 21 was ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE SCHEMES 


On Clause 27 (Exercise of Commission’s func- 
tions by local authorities or joint boards), 

Mr. WeDDERBURN moved an amendment which, 
he said, would give similar powers as_ the 
previous amendment to local authorities in res- 
pect of slaughterhouse schemes. If it were not 
passed a local authority might be surcharged on 
expense incurred in co-operating with the 
Commission in carrying out these’ organised 
schemes. 

The amendment was agreed to and Clause 27 
was ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

The Bill, as amended, was reported to the 
House. 
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The Bill was then considered on Report. 

Mr. MorrRISON moved a new clause relating to 
special purposes for which service schemes may 
be made in connection with livestock markets 
orders and bye-laws. He said that the new 
clause would provide further powers to increase 
the opportunities of collaboration between 
auctioneers and the Commission, 

The new clause was read a second time and 
added to the Bill. 

On Clause 3 (Livestock Advisory Committee), 

Mr. Morrison moved an amendment to provide 
for the appointment of four instead of three 
independent members. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. T. WILLIAMS moved an amendment to 
Clause 4 (which provides for a subsidy for 
producers of fat cattle). He said that the amend- 
ment invited the Minister to fix a standard price 
so that when the market price increased above 
the standard price there would be no further 
need to pay the subsidy. 

Mr. RiLey, in seconding the amendment, said 
that as the Bill stood it was a case of giving a 
blank cheque to the industry irrespective of the 
needs of the situation, 

Mr. RaMsspotruaMm, Minister of Pensions, resisted 
the amendment. He said that it was not possible 
to fix a standard price which would be 
equitable and satisfactory to the industry. 

Replying to further points” raised, Mr. 
Morrison said. that the farmers would be only 
too happy to dispense with the subsidy when 
the prosperity of the industry was pro 4 as to 
permit that. The House should remember that 
the present better prices for fat cattle had come 
after a long period of depression. Stores were 
very dear last autumn, and also there had been 
a great rise in the cost of feeding-stuffs. 

The amendment was negatived by 197 votes 


lo 92—Government majority, 105. 
Further consideration of the Bill was 
adjourned. 


CENTRAL SLAUGHTERHOUSE CONTROL 


Consideration of the Bill on Report) was 
resumed on Tuesday. 

On Clause 24, relating to matters for which 
provision may be by slaughterhouse 
schemes, 

Captain HEILGERS moved an amendment to 
provide that no existing firm of importers. of 
meat should be the person or persons carrying 
on a central slaughterhouse. e said that the 
amendment was designed to ensure that in the 
experiment of central slaughterhouses there would 
be no control, direct or indirect, by  meat- 
importing firms.. By their hold on Smithfield 
such firms, who were almost entirely based on 
foreign interests, had a dominating influence 
over the meat trade of this country. They had 


a large amount of capital at their disposal and. 


had conducted meat wars ruthlessly. 

Mr. H. WiLuiaMs seconded, 

Mr. W. S. Morrison said that the amendment 
would not affect the purpose which its sup- 
porters had in view. One of the firms concerned 
could form a subsidiary company and would 
not be affected by the provisions of the amend- 
ment. To start at this stage excluding persons 
who might submit proposals under the scheme 
would be a mistake. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. Morrison moved an amendment to delete 
paragraph (d) of the clause. He explained that 
ihe paragraph, which dealt with exemptions from 
any restrictions imposed by a_ slaughterhouse 


scheme, was deemed to be too rigid. Control 
over premises would be maintained, but by a 
simpler method than the Bill proposed. It would 
be by premises and not by areas. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. T. WILLIAMS moved an amendment to 
obtain from the Minister some information on the 
question of the payment of compensation. He 
said that there were two kinds of slaughterhouses 
in this country—licensed and registered. The 
licensed slaughterhouses were licensed by the 
local authority, and if the authority refused a 
licence the slaughterhouse went out of existence 
without compensation. He understood _ that 
wherever local authorities had established central 
slaughterhouses or abattoirs and had asked for 
Parliamentary powers they had never been called 
upon to compensate licensed slaughterhouses 
which went out of existence. He wished to 
know whether it was the Minister’s intention to 
compensate the owner of every slaughterhouse 
which was abolished whether it was licensed or. 
registered. If the right hon, gentleman would 
say that it was his intention that only registered 
slaughterhouses should be compensated for loss 
of trade the Opposition would hesitate to force 
the matter to a division, 

Mr. Morrison said that he could not prejudge 
the matter in advance. Each scheme would 
depend on its merits, and there might be local 
differences. He appreciated that the point was 
important, but the only answer he could give 
at that moment was that having regard to the 
wide variations between different localities this 
would be a matter for discussion when a scheme 
was considered from the point of view of 
compensation, They would, however, try to 
secure some uniformity of treatment. 

Mr. WituiaMs said he hoped that the Minister 
would reconsider the matter before the Bill 
reached the House of Lords. 

Mr. Morrison said that, in view of the new 
point raised by Mr. T. Williams, he would con- 
sider the matter again before the Bill went to 
the House of Lords. 

The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Morrison moved an amendment to the First 
Schedule to provide that it should be the duty of 
the Ministers to satisfy themselves, with respect 
to any person whom they proposed to appoint 
to the Livestock Commission or who was a 
member of the Commission, that that person 
would have or had no such interest in any 
agricultural or commercial undertaking as was 
likely to affect him in the discharge of his 
functions as a Commissioner; and any such 

erson should, whenewer requested by the 
Ministers, furnish such information as they con- 
sidered necessary for the performance of their 


duty. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Morrison moved an amendment to the 
Third Schedule, the general effect. of which he 
said was to make it mandatory on the Minister 
to hold an inquiry when objections to Orders 
were still outstanding unless such objections were 
frivolous or irrelevant. . 

he amendment was agreed to. 

Lieut.-Colonel HENEAGE moved an amendment 
that inquiries should be held in the areas to 
which the draft Orders applied. 

Mr. Morrison said that in every case where 
there was an inquiry of local interest it would 
be held in the place which by general consent 
was the most convenient to everybody concerned, 

The amendment was withdrawn. 

The Report stage was concluded, 


RECORD. 
| 


600 No. 19. VoL. 49. 


Tuirp READING 


LABOUR MOTION FOR REJECTION 


Mr. Ramspornuam formally moved the third 
reading of the Bill. 

Mr, ALEXANDER moved :— 

“That this House recognises that the better 
organisation of the livestock industry will be 
of benefit to the country and to those engaged 
in the industry, but it cannot assent to the third 
reading of a Bill which also authorises the con- 
linued expenditure of large sums of public money 
us a subsidy to private interests in a time of 
rising prices, and which fails to ensure that the 
amount of the subsidy shall be reduced or 
extinguished as prices and profits increase.” 

He said that the Bill was such a mixed grill 
and was so full of diverse parts, some good, 
some bad, and indifferent, that the 
Opposition had been in some little difliculty about 
what their attitude should be on the third read- 
ing. Having considered the matter, it was the 
duty of the Opposition not to let the Bill go 
through without an actual expression of their 
views in the Division Lobby, but not to vote 
entirely against the third reading, but to vote 
only for a reasoned amendment. 

Every section of the House was anxious to 
do its best to put the livestock industry on a 
sound basis; but it was when they came to the 
method of doing this that the Opposition criti- 
cism arose. They appreciated the patience and 
the spirit, if not always of sweet reasonableness, 
of the Minister of Agriculture in dealing with the 
Bill in the long and protracted discussions which 
had taken place. (Hear, hear.) The setting up 
of an impartial Livestock Commission was a vast 
improvement on some of the arrangements 
instituted in recent years in regard to Marketing 
Schemes. There was at least a chance that in 
this move to a reorganisation of the livestock 
industry a great deal more impartiality would 
be shown in dealing with the business than had 
been shown in some other Marketing Schemes. 

When they came to the latter part of the Bill 
and saw what was happening in regard to the 
Government's policy of assisting the industry the 
Opposition most strongly disagreed with the 
Minister’s activities. The Bill made permanent 
the policy of subsidising the livestock industry 
by cash payments from the Exchequer. Even 
if a case could be made out at all for a subsidy, 
to ask the House at this time to vote more or 
less permanently £5,000,000 irrespective of what 
the position was now compared with last year, 
or of what it was likely to be in the immediate 
future, was a proposal which ought to have their 
condemnation. If a subsidy were to be given 
at all, it only ought to be done on the basis of 
actual costings of the production of fat cattle. 
The proposal to. start experimental central 
slaughterhouses was to be welcomed, although 
he thought the experiment might have been on 
a bigger scale, 

Major DorMAN-Smirh said that he doubted 
whether the Bill could fulfil the desired eae. 
The measures outlined in it would obviously 
better the condition of the industry, but would 
not solve the problem of price stability. 

Mr. Tree said that this was an_ extremely 
complicated measure. Producers and distributors 
would join more happily in the reorganisation of 
the industry if they felt that the return would 
repay them. 

Mr. MARSHALL said that while the Bill did not 
satisfy the Opposition it was an_ instalment 
towards the better production and marketing of 
beef in this country. 
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Mr. HENDERSON STEWART hoped that _in the 
reorganisation of markets the Livestock Commis- 
sion would aim not so much at the closing of 
markets as at the building up of new and 
eflicient markets to take the place of those thai 
were redundant, 

_ Mr. T, WituiaMs said that unless prices moved 
in a direction quite opposite to the present 
tendency an important part of the Government's 
long-term policy for the fat stock industry, as 
embodied in this Bill, would soon have to be 
revised. While the Opposition welcomed the 
reorganisation proposals, there were other parts 
of the Bill which justified them in voting against 
the third reading. If a subsidy could be justified 
on a basis of ascertained facts the Labour Parly 
were willing to support it. The Opposition wel- 
comed the setting up of the Commission, the 
appointment of the Livestock Advisory Com- 
mittee, and the reorganisation of marketing and 
slaughtering; but they regretted that further 
powers were placed in the hands of the Board 
of Trade to restrict imports of beef and veal. 


GOVERNMENT REPLY 


Mr. Morrison, in reply, stated that, apart from 
the question of a subsidy to the consumer, he 
had no doubt that one of the causes of the 
improvement in the prices of fat cattle was the 
rising tide of prosperity in the towns brought 
about by the policy of the Government. The 
figure of £5,000,000 for subsidy was put into 
the Bill as the maximum that Parliament could 
vote in a year for the purpose in question, and 
the subsidy would be regulated in accordance 
with market conditions and the requirements 
of the industry. As to the demand that the 
Government should ascertain the cost of produc- 
tion of fat cattle, there was a false analogy 
between agriculture and industry. Were they 
to bring no assistance to the agricultural industry 
until abstruse, academic, and probably unsatis- 
factory researches had-been completed into a 
multitude of unknown and variable factors? 
There had been real distress in the livestock 
industry. 

Hon. members should not judge the adequacy 
of the subsidy from what they believed to be 
a rise in prices at the moment. It would be 
fatal if the Government were to veer in their 
policy with every temporary rise or fall. The 
industry must be inspired with confidence, and 
the Government would be ill-advised to alter 
their present policy until it was seen how things 
worked out over a considerable period of time. 
The Government’s policy was to encourage the 
breeding of high-quality cattle, and the main 
function of the Commission would be to improve 
markets, not to destroy them. Criticisms from 
the distributors’ side of the industry had been 
met and misapprehensions and misunderstand- 
ings had been removed. (Cheers.) 

The amendment was negatived by 177 voles 
to 99—Government majority, 78 

The Bill was read the third time. 


The Diseases of Fish Bill was read the third 
time. 


EXPORTATION OF HORSES BILL 


The Exportation of Horses Bill was considered 
on Tuesday last by a Standing Committee oi 
the House of Commons, presided over by Sir 
Robert Young, and was amended in accordance 
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SKIN DISEASES 


‘Murnil’ is an organic extract with a standardised Vitamin H 
content. It is issued in the form of a sand-coloured powder for 


BRAND OF 
VITAMIN H 


administration per os. 


INDICATIONS: Non- parasitic and non-infectious skin diseases 
of dogs and cats such as—alopecia, eczema of all kinds, intertrigo, 
paronychia, pruritus. 


BAYER PRODUCTS LTD. packaces: Boxes containing 100 grams (3} oz.) and Ab. 


AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 Literature and sample will be gladly forwarded on request. 


Modern Bandaging 
for Horses 


In severe injuries—sprains of the fetlock 
or tendons, or lacerations—oedema nearly 
always occurs and a strong but elastic 
support is indicated. This is provided by 
ELASTOCREPE, the rubberless non- 
adhesive elastic cloth bandage, which 
allows free circulation and _ ventilation, 
while possessing greater tensile strength 
than the usual crepe bandage. It can 
be washed repeatedly without affecting 
its qualities. 
NON-ADHESIVE ; 
5-6 yards long, stretched. 


Made in England by the makers of Elastoplast, 
T. J. SMITH & NEPHEW, Ltd. (Dept. V.R.5), 
Neptune Street, Hull. =e 
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Staphylococcus-Streptococcus Bacterin 


(Canine) 


FOR SUPPURATIVE CONDITIONS 


follicular mange ; also in that from sarcoptic mange, eczema, furun- 
culosis, interdigital abscesses, canker of the ear, and other external 
affections, as a secondary invader, and it is frequently associated with 
Staphylococcus aureus and Streptococcus pyogenes. In all these conditions 
energetic treatment with Staphylococcus-Streptococcus Bacterin (Canine) 
is indicated. 
Particularly successful results have been reported from the use of this 
Bacterin in the treatment of the secondary infections associated with mange. 
Staphylococcus-Streptococcus Pacterin (Canine) contains in each c.c. 
200 millions Staphylococcus albus, 200 millions Staphylococcus aureus and 
100 millions streptococcus, all of canine origin. It is issued in 10 c.c. 
rubber-diaphragm-capped bottles. 


Test Staphylococcus albus is constantly present in the pus from 


PARKE, DAVIS & COMPANY, 50, BEAK STREET, LONDON, W.1. 


Laboratories: Hounslow, Middlesex Incorporated U.S.A. Liability Ltd. 


CROWN SCIENTIFIC REMEDIES 


DANISTOL 


k’s derivative of Male Fern) 


IODIZED 


FLUKE LIVER Salts 


(Distomatosis) , in their correct proportion for 


IN SHEEP OR CATTLE Prime Baby Beef 


Milk Production 
after 16 years, Marek’s DANISTOL remains 


Well Matured Mutton 
the only remedy for DistomaTosis which 
can be fully relied upon for safety 
and efficiency under all circumstances. 


Specially favourable terms are 
now quoted to veterinary surgeons 
using large quantities. 


THE CROWN CHEMICAL CO., LTD. 
120, 122, Victoria Street, London, S.W.| 


Early Bacon and Pork 


1 cwt. cask 15/- 5x1 cwt. casks 70/- all 


Carriage paid (goods train) to any Railway Station 
in Great Britain. 


(Discount to the Veterinary Profession) ~ 


Obtainable or, Boots 
from Veterinary 
Branches Department 
of— Nottingham 


BOOTS DRUG CO., LTD., NOTIM. 


May 8th, 1937. 
with advice given to the promoters by the 
Minister of Agriculture, 

The Bill is promoted by Mr. E. A. Radfora 
and other members of all parties, and its objec. 
is to stop the export of work-worn horses trom 
this country for slaughter, or for further work 
prior lo slaughter, abroad. In the original draft 
Clause 1 of the Bill provided for an amendment 
of the existing law by prohibiting the expor: 
of any horse unless certified by a_ veterinar) 
inspector to be in his opinion not more than 
cight years of age and of not less value than 
¢25 for a horse of 14 hands and over, £12 for 
a horse under 14 hands, and £3 for. an ass. 

Mr. RADFORD now submitted to the committee 
an amended version of the clause by which 
the prohibition is to apply to animals which 
come within the categories of heavy draught 
horse; vanner, mule or jennet; or ass. It is 
proposed to prohibit the export of such animals 
unless certified to be under eight years of age 
and of not less value than £25 for a heavy 
draught horse, £20 for a vanner, mule, or jennet, 
and £3 for an ass—or such other values as may 
be prescribed by order of the Minister of Agricul- 
ture. The amended clause also contains a 
proviso that these provisions relating to age and 
value shall not apply when the inspector is 
satisfied that it is intended to use the horse as 
a performing animal, that the horse is registered 
in the stud book of a recognised horse-breeding 
society and is to be used for breeding or exhibi- 
tion purposes, or that the animal is a foal at 
foot accompanying such a horse. 


MINISTER’S ADVICE 


In moving the amendments to Clause 1, Mr. 
Radford said the Minister of Agriculture had 
promised to support the Bill if it was so amended 
as to make it a workable measure. The 
promoters had conferred with the Minister and 
the amendments now proposed would make the 
changes which the Minister advised and required 
so that the Bill might receive his full support. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Tinker, Mr. 
Radford explained that a jennet was “the con- 
verse of a mule” in the matter of parentage. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison, Minister of Agriculture, 
said that in the wording of the proposed amend- 
ment he had attempted to secure the common 
purpose of the Government and the promoters of 
the Bill. Under the law as it stood now no old 
or broken-down horse could be exported. With 
regard to the use of the word vanner, the difficulty 
was to find a word which had not suffered from 
legal interpretation so as to restrict its meaning 
loo narrowly. The word vanner was the best 
word they could find for the purpose. He under- 
took to give such instructions to the inspectors 
at the ports as would enable them to put a wide 
interpretation on the word so as to exclude from 
export any horse of the kind which the com- 
mittee or the promoters had in mind. The Grand 
National was once won by a vanner. A vanner 
was a horse in such a condition that it could be 
used between shafts, and he thought it would be 
agreed that this was an apt word which would 
give the widest possible discretion in achieving 
the real purpose of the Bill. 

Clause 1 as amended was agreed to. Clauses 2 
and 3 of the Bill as drafted were then deleted. 

he committee accepted without discussion an 
amendment to Clause 4, moved by Mr. Radford, 
to make the Act come into force on October Ist, 
1937, instead of on January Ist, 1938 

The Bill will now be reported to the House 
for Third Reading. 


— 
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The following questions and answers have been 
recorded in the House of Commons recently :— 


PouLtrRy INDUSTRY 


Mr. LAMBERT asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he is aware that over 1,300 persons 
engaged in the poultry industry have gone out 
of business during the past year, and the 
replacement stock of young poultry has shrunk 
by over 30 per cent.; and when he proposes 
to take steps to check the decline in this 
important food producing industry? 

Captain MACNAMARA asked the Minister of 
Agriculture whether he is aware of the continued 
anxiety in the poaeey industry throughout the 
country; and whether he is yet in a position to 
announce policy in this connection? 

Captain HEILGERS asked the Prime Minister, 
whether his attention has been drawn to the 
Notice of Motion in the name of the hon. Member 
for Stone (Sir J. Lamb) which has been signed 
by 169 Members; and whether he is now able t 
state when this request will be complied with? 

(That, in view of the critical conditions which 
have developed in the poultry industry, com- 
pelling the wholesale closing-down of poultry 
businesses, this House urges the Government to 
announce their policy without further delay.]| 
_ Mr. W. S. Morrison: I was not aware of the 
figures mentioned by my right hon. Friend the 
Member for South Molton (Mr. Lambert), and 
erhaps he will be good enough to send me 
urther particulars. In reply to the other ques- 
tions I would refer to the reply I gave to my 
hon, Friend the Member for Evesham (Mr. De la 
Bére) on April 19th. 

Mr. LAMBERT: Would the Minister request the 
proper authorities to give some idea of the 
number of persons who have been thrown out of 
the poultry business in the —_ year and thus 
get an approximate average 
_ Mr. Bossom: Could my right hon. Friend 
inquire at the same time how many poultry 
businesses have gone bankrupt in the last six 
months? 

Captain Hem_Gers: In view of the promise 
made to a deputation to the Prime Minister that 
full consideration in the making of new trade 
agreements would be given to the poultry 
esr and of the fact that some time must 
elapse before the new trade agreements will be 
made, will my right hon. Friend be able to 
issue a reassuring statement at an early date as 
to what is meant by full consideration? 

Mr. MOoRRISON: y right hon, Friend the 
Member for South Molton (Mr. Lambert) has made 
a statement in his question, and I shall be 
obliged if he will give me the evidence he- 
has for it. I have given such information as 
I can a from “ staff officers, but I shall 
be glad to have the full information on which 
he bases his question. With regard to the other 
supplementary questions, as I have said before, 
I am not in a position to make a_ statement, 
and I cannot promise to make one before the 
Adjournment, but as soon as I can I will make 
a statement. 

Mr. LAMBERT: My figures are based on informa- 
tion given to me by the Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association, 

Mr. Morrison: I hope that my right hon. 
Friend will send me the figures so that I may 
have them critically examined. 

At a later session, Sir G, Fox asked the Minister 
of Agriculture how many times the Poultry 
Advisory Committee has met within the last 
twelve months; and what were the _ subjects 
discussed on each occasion? 
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Mr. W. S. Morrison: The Poultry Advisory 
Committee has met twice during the last twelve 
months. The subjects discussed on_ the first 
occasion, June 25th, 1936, were certain poultry 
diseases, and various Orders relating to poultry 
and eggs, which were proposed at the time and 
have since been issued. On the second occasion, 
April 16th, 1937, proposals for prohibiting the 
exposure of diseased poultry at markets and sales 
were considered. 

Viscountess Astor: Will the right hon, Gentle- 
man explain to the Poultry Board that they will 
always be here as long as food is coming in 
from abroad, and will he also tell them that there 
are too many chickens on the land at the 
moment? 


SurpLus Horses (SALE) 

Mr. G. (for Captain Heilgers) asked 
the Secretary of State for War whether his atten- 
tion has been drawn to the sale of 25 surplus 
Army horses to be held at Reading on Saturday, 
May Ist; and, if so, will he place a reserve upon 
them of an amount sufficient to ensure that they 
will not be purchased for export? 

Sir V. WARRENDER: The reserve price govern- 
ing sales of surplus Army horses has recently 
been raised with the object of making it 
unprofitable to purchase them for export 
purposes, 

Mr. NicHo_son: Can the hon. Member say to 
what level it has been raised? 

Sir V. WarRENDER: [ would rather not say 
now. 

Mr. Nicwotson; Can the Minister assure the 
House that it is at a sufficient level to satisfy 
the farmers? 

Sir V. WARRENDER: Yes, Sir. 


DUCKS IN THE CONTROL OF DISEASE 


In an article appearing in the South African 
Poultry Magazine and § mallholder of March, 
1937, Dr. F. G. Cawston stresses the value of 
ducks for the destruction of the intermediate 
hosts of various parasitic diseases of animals 
and man, on account of the fact that these birds 
are not influenced by the human and animal 
parasites themselves. Duck keeping is also found 
lo be a profitable undertaking. 

The writer has observed that liver fluke disease 
exists in farm stock at an altitude of 8,000 to 
10,000 feet, as well as at sea level. ‘ 

Reference is made to the fact that” the 
Australian health authorities recommended the 
keeping of ducks to assist in safeguarding their 
troops from Bilharzia infestations in Egypt. 
Domesticated ducks were found to be of more 
service than wild ducks because they concen- 
trate their attack on the snails in ponds when 
their food supply is limited and do not cover 
so wide an area as the wild birds. 

In China domesticated birds are said to be 
largely responsible for the survival of the large 
village populations, which would otherwise 
succumb to parasitic diseases. 

The encouragement of the natives to keep 
Muscovy ducks, which are better scavengers than 
domesticated ducks, would be of service in the 
control of parasitic diseases in South Africa, and 
this particularly applies to the native popula- 
tions living near streams who are unable to 
afford medicinal treatment. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


May 8th, “1937. 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest f«: 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


May 10th.—Meeting of the Editorial Con- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 

May 12th.—Coronation Day. 

May 18th.—Entries for D.V.S.M. Examination 
due. 

May 20th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers issued. 


May 27th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers to be 
returned. 

June 38rd.—R.C.V.S. Annual Meeting. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund Annual Meeting. 

June  Tth.—N.V.M.A. Committee Meetings. 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. 
Edinburgh. 

June Sth.—N.V.M.A. Committee and Council 


Meetings, Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh. 


June 10th.—D.V.S.M. Written Examination 
begins. 
June 14th—D.V.S.M. Oral and Practical 


Examination begins. 
June 238rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 
June 24th.——-R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 
June 25th—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 
July  5th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 
July 6th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 
July S8th.—R.C.V.S. Oral Examination begins. 


July 26th-30th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Bourne- 
mouth. 


Our New Quarters: Congratulations 
from Contemporaries 


Since the acquirement by the N.V.M.A. of new 
offices at 36, Gordon Square, many messages of 
congratulation on this evidence of the progress 
of the Association have been received. None 
has afforded greater pleasure, however, than the 
editorial tributes appearing in the recently-issued 
numbers of The Veterinary Journal’ and 
Veterinary Medicine (Chicago). 

The former speaks of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association as having “ at last come into 
its own,” and refers to the feelings of pride 
with which those responsible for the conduct 
of the Association, in years both early and late, 
must have viewed the successful culmination of 
their efforts to give the “National” an abode 
worthy of so important a body. Both the site 
and the building are praised, and the prophecy 
is made that the fact that this can become a 
central meeting-place for members of the profes- 
sion, both in London and the country, will 
induce a much enlarged membership. “ That 
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the N.V.M.A. has entered upon a new and 
prosperous phase of its existence is certain, 
and it now only needs that the recalcitrant 


members of the profession mend their ways and 
join the Association, which is as ready and 
willing to help them in the future as it has done 
in the past. We can assure them that they 
will not only not lose, but that they will gain 
a hundredfold,” concludes the Journal. 

Velerinary Medicine observes that the British 
N.V.M.A. has made truly remarkable progress 
since its reorganisation in 1920, having increased 
its membership from 375 to more than 1,800, 
its reserve to nearly $40,000 and attained an 
annual income of $35,000. ‘“ During this period, 
it has acquired and published a weekly veter- 
inary magazine—the Record—that is a credit to 
the veterinary profession the world over. 

“This record is more remarkable when it is 
recalled that it was made during the years of 
post-War adjustment, and of the severest business 
depression in history, a period during which the 
A.V.M.A., with a far greater field from which 
to draw, increased its membership not at all, 
nor materially improved, nor increased, the size 
of its official publication. 

“We must congratulate our British confréres 
on their achievement and resolve to emulate their 
example of loyalty to their professional organisa- 
tions. A beginning in the increase in membership 
in the A.V.M.A. was made last August. It should 
be continued and accelerated. It is incon- 
ceivable that without the zealous support of 
organised veterinary medicine that has charac- 
terised the veterinary profession of England and 
Scotland during the last 15 years, the British 
public or the British Government would have 
accorded the profession the recognition it now 
enjoys, or that the rebuilding of the Royal 
Veterinary College could have been accom- 
plished, or the endowment of that institution 
materially advanced. Neither would the many 
official positions held by veterinarians’ in 
institutions engaged in research into animal 
diseases, or on commissions having to do with 
the control of disease among animals, in public 
health work, etc., be occupied by members of 
the veterinary profession. These things were 
not attained by the laissez-faire policies adopted 
by American veterinarians since the World War 
but by an active aggressive national organisa- 
tion.” 


* * * * * 
R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 
TessottT, Jonathan Marsh, Oakley, 92, Hale 
Grove Gardens, Mill Hill, N.W.7. Graduated 


London, June 27th, 1888. Died April 14th, 1937; 
aged 72 years. 
Mr. J. M. TEBBOTT, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. Tebbott, who lived in retirement at Mill 
Hill, had followed his profession at Great Oakley, 
Kettering, where his father and grandfather had 
practised before him. For nearly 40 years he 
was a churchwarden at Great Oakley Parish 
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Church, and indeed entered into the life of the 
village with enthusiasm. The cricket club held 
his support, and, as school manager, he took a 
great interest in the children. He was fond of 
shooting, and gardening also claimed his atten- 
lion, especially in the latter years, when he 
was contented to tend the flowers and shrubs 
which abound in the garden of his home at 
Mill Hill, where he came after retirement eight 
years ago. 

“He was full of vitality, generosity and kind- 
ness, and he will be greatly missed,” says the 
Hendon Times, “for in his passing many resi- 
dents have lost a true friend—his skill in his 
profession was always at the disposal of 
residents whose pets were in pain or distress.” 

A widow is left to mourn his loss. 

The funeral took place on Saturday, April 17th, 
when a_ service, conducted by the Rev. Ian 
Macdonald at St. Paul’s Church, Mill Hill, was 
followed by the interment at Hendon Park 
Cemetery. 

* * * * 


The Late Mr. Edwin Sayer, M.R.C.V.S. 


A FILIAL TRIBUTE 


in connection with the death of the late Mr. 
Edwin Sayer, M.R.c.v.s., of Newport, whose death 
we recorded with much regret in our last issue, 
Mr. Brinley Sayer, M.R.C.v.s., son of the deceased 
Member, writes:— 

“From 1888 until 1919 ‘Sayer of Newport’ 
conveyed all that was best in the art and 
science of veterinary surgery and medicine, for 
his record there as a general practitioner was 
equal in distinction to that at the Glasgow Col- 
lege, where he took all the gold and silver medals 
offered, save one, for the three years’ course, and 
secured first-class honours in each and every 
professional examination. An able and sound 
judge of an animal, his advice and opinion and 
decisions were in great demand and took him 
often away from his practice. 

“He had a way of his own with his patients 
and all his clients, I feel, counted him a sterling 
friend, with the courage of his convictions. There 
are many creeds, but to Edwin Sayer there was 
only one code of right and wrong. 

“Of a very shy and conservative disposition, 
except with those of his own intimate circle, 
he took no part in public life’ or politics. 
Nevertheless, he did all that within him lay to 
foster the interests of his profession, which ever 
came first with him. To this end, the N.V.M.A. 
always had his loyal support, while he was a 
founder member of both the old South Wales 
Veterinary Association and the Mid-West Veter- 
inary Association. Although he seldom spoke al 
the meetings of these societies, he was always 
ready with helpful advice, which was greatly 
valued. 

“ He never drove a car in his life— and d—d 
if he would!’—he loved his ponjes and gigs. A 
very good but very human man. He returned to 
Newport in 1937, where, with mother in their 
car, he could visit the country and the old haunts 
he knew so well.” 

The late Edwin Sayer was a_ native of 
Rainham, Kent. Going to Swansea with the late 
Thomas Dow, M.R.C.Vv.Ss., as his student pupil, in 
1882, he entered the Glasgow College in_ the 
following year. After the brilliant college 
career oullined above, he was offered, on quali- 
fying, an academic or college career but a 
routine life held attractions for him. 
Accordingly, he returned to Mr. Dow, remaining 
with him until 1888. Mr. Sayer then went to 
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Newport, Mon., to found his own_ practice, 
remaining there until he retired in 1919, when 
Captain George Garden, M.R.C.V.s., bought it. 


e was Civil Veterinary Surgeon for Army 
animals at or stationed in Newport Barracks 
from 1899 to 1914, when he was on remount 
service up to 1919. Mr. Sayer officiated as Hon. 
Veterinary Surgeon to the Tredegar and 
Llangibby hunts, and to many animal societies 
and shows. Retiring in 1919, he went to live 
at “Picket Mead,” Mumbles, devoting much 
time to the care of his garden and to pursuing 
his interest in antiques, Swansea and Nantgarw 
china, natural history and wild animals, large 
and small, 


The funeral took place at Christ Church 
Cemetery, Newport, on Tuesday, April 27th, 
when among the chief mourners were Mrs. 
Katherine Hewison Sayer (wife), and Mr. Brinley 
Sayer, M.R.C.v.S. (son). Veterinary colleagues 
numbered amongst the large —— present 
were, Mr. Arnold E. Roberts, Ringwood 
(representing Mid-West Veterinary Association), 
Mr. J. Stanley Pike, Swansea (representing the 
South-Wales Veterinary Association), Mr. Stanley 
Robinson, Newport, Mon. (also representing Mid- 
West Veterinary Association) and Mrs. George 
Garden, locum tenens for Captain George Garden, 
Sutton Coldfield. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
MOVEMENTS OF OFFICERS 


Lieut.-Colonel F. C. O’Rorke, C.M.G., F.R.C.Vv.S., 
temporarily re-employed retired officer, pro- 
ceeded from Portsmouth to Newport, Mon.; Major 
H. Bone, M.c., temporarily re-employed retired 
officer, proceeded from Newcastle to Portsmouth; 
both on April Ist. 

Captain J. V. Tevlin was posted from Shorn- 
cliffe to Hounslow on April 15th. 

Major F. J. Andrews, B.Sc., at present on leave 
ex-India, will assume duty as Officer in Charge, 
R.A.V.C. Records and Army Veterinary Stores, 
on May 15th. 

Majors S. W. Marriott, 0.8.£., and J. Judge, are 
at present in this country on leave, ex-India and 
ex-Egypt, respectively. 


LonpDON GAZETTE—-WAR OFFICE—REGULAR ARMY 


April 30th.—The following Liecuts. (on prob.) 
are confirmed in their rank with seniority as 
under: J. Hickman, G. D. Young, D. A. Green, 
R. Millar. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY , 


April 30th.Capt. F. J. Eardley to be Maj. 
(Jan. 10th). 


* * * * * 


SAFEGUARDS AGAINST UNSOUND MEAT 


Further safeguards against the importation of 
unsound meat are contained in the Public 
Health (Imported Food) Regulations, 1937 (pub- 
lished by H.M. Stationery Office, price 1d., 
together with Ministry of Health Circular 1522 on 
the subject), which have now been made by the 
Minister of Health, Sir Kingsley wood, and which 
will come into effect on January 1st next.— 

Under the new regulations the importation 
into this country of bacon and ham and also 
meat products, such as canned meats, sausages, 
and sausage casings, will be prohibited unless 
they are accompanied by an official certificate 
recognised by the Minister. 
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MUSK RAT CAMPAIGN CLOSED 


The “war” on musk rats by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Department of Agriculture 
for Scotland ended officially on March 31st after 
a campaign extending over four years in Scot- 
land and five years in England. During the 
—— n, 977 musk rats were killed in Scotland 
by the Ministry’s staff. Of these, 967 were killed 
- to the end of 1934; nine were caught during 
1935, and only one last year. No trace of musk 
rats has been found in Scotland this year. A 

uantity of equipment will be kept in Perthshire 
or at least twelve months, and a skeleton staff is 
also being retained so that any reappearance of 
the musk rat can be promptly handled. 

* 


* * 


DONKEY’S NAME LEADS TO MURDER 


Murid Hussain, a young Punjabi Moslem of the 
Hissar district, murdered a veterinary surgeon’ 
because he thought the surgeon had insulted the 
Prophet’s family by naming a donkey at the 
veterinary hospital Ahmad. A year before the 
crime the Junjabi Government, as the result of 
a Press agitation, issued a communiqué stating 
that the donkey’s name was not Ahmad. Hussain 
after a retrial, has been sentenced to death for 
a second time.—The Times. 


* * * *” * 


INTERNATIONAL HORSE SHOW 


The twenty-fifth International Horse Show will 
be held at Olympia from June 17th to -26th, a 
week after the Richmond Royal Horse Show. 
Entries close on May 14th. 

The schedule, which has just been issued, gives 
the value of the prizes at £5,283, divided among 
98 classes. The prsnetnel challenge cup offered 
is the King George V Gold Cup, which will be 
awarded in the tenth jumping competition. This 
is open to military officers of any nationality 
riding, in uniform, horses that are their own 
property or the property of their regiment or 
a cavalry school. he cue. was won outright 
in 1934 by Lieutenant J. A. Talbot-Ponsonby (7th 
Queen’s Own Hussars) and was re-presented by 
him for competition. 

Another interesting jumping competition is thal 
for the Edward Prince of Wales International 
Challenge Cup, open to teams of three officers 
of the same nationality. The cup was won oul- 
right by Great Britain in 1928, and was re- 
presented by the Army Council for perpetual 
competition. The Connaught Challenge Trophy, 
value £100, is also for military jumping, and is 
to all serving British officers. Other 
challenge cups for jumping include the Irish 
Army Cup, value £50, for jumping over the course 
by officers of any nationality; two champion 
— for high jumping; two champion cups, 
value £50 each, presented by the Daily Mail; ana 
a cup, value 50 guineas, presented by Sir 
Edward Mountain, for award in the Scurry 
Stakes. 

The principal challenge cup to be awarded in 
the classes for harness horses is valued at €75, 
and was ‘presented by Mr. N. B. Ducker for the 
best single harness horse in the show; a chal- 
lenge cup (value £50) is presented by Mr. C. F. 
Goddard for road coaches; the Rawnsley Chal- 
lenge Cup is for the best pony ridden by a boy 
or girl; and the Moscow Challenge Cup is for 
ladies’ hacks. The principal cup for hunters is 


“It would appear that this unfortunate member 
of the profession was a Graduate. of one of the 
veterinary colleges of India.—Editor. 
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the Schweppe Challenge Cup, value 100 guineas, 
given for ladies’ hunters; and Messrs. Tattersall 
have given a champion cup, value €50, for the 
best hunter in the show. Mrs, A, E, K. Cull has 
given a £50 challenge cup for the dressage tesi; 
the Lyons Challenge Cup will be awarded for 
the best trade turn-oul; and there will also be 
challenge cups for hunt teams, officers’ chargers, 
the riding school class, amateur hacks, and for 
the best-trained riding horse. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


* * * * * 


THE COMPULSORY PASTEURISATION OF 
MILK 


To tHe EpIToR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—It has been with considerable pleasure 
that I have found correspondence appearing In 
your columns with regard to the pasteurisation 
of milk. There is no doubt that the question of 
compulsory pasteurisation of milk supplies, 
particularly in large consuming centres, will be 
very much to the fore in the near future. | 
consider the question to be of paramount 
importance to the profession and it would seem 
that we might profit by an early investigation 
of the matter so that some uniformity of opinion 
may be established before the question assumes 
the importance in the public eye which I am 
sure is inevitable. It is a known fact that some 
localities which have suffered from serious out- 
breaks of milk-borne typhoid are already 
pressing for powers to enforce pasteurisation of 
milk supplies, and, indeed, most local authorities 
in the country have been asked to support their 
policy. 

One admits that wide issues are involved in 
any policy which is bound to have as far- 
reaching effects as the compulsory pasteurisation 
of milk, and it is impossible at this juncture 
lo visualise the many and varied complications 
which would follow the adoption of such a 
measure, but, nevertheless, I think some good 
purpose could be served by a preliminary survey 
of the situation. 


There appear to be two distinct sides to the 


question: (1) Economic and commercial con- 
siderations and (2) purely public health 
considerations. 

Under the first heading one must admit at 
once that compulsory pasteurisation would 
greatly benefit the larger milk retailing concerns; 
firstly, because the keeping quality of the milk 
is undoubtedly increased by pasteurisation, thus 
making the handling of large quantities much 
‘asier, and, secondly, one can foresee enormous 
difficulty in arranging for the pasteurising of 
the milk supplied by small dealers and producer- 
retailers. There is no doubt that a policy of 
general pasteurisation would tend to drive out 
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the smaller man. The question would then 
become largely political, and, while politics are 
not the concern of the veterinary surgeon, | 
mention it merely to emphasise the immensity of 
the issues involved. 

As regards the safeguarding of public health, 
tuberculous infection of milk is, of course, of 
primary importance from our point of view, and 
| would frankly state here that one finds great 
difficulty in producing a convincing argument to 
the effect that pasteurisation is not definitely 
advisable. We in the larger towns who test 
the milk from the surrounding districts 
biologically for tuberculosis have only to refer 
to our figures to show us that while routine 
velerinary inspection of the dairy cows’ has 
certainly reduced the incidence of tuberculous 
infection to some slight extent, the percentage 
of infected milk samples remains fairly constant 
from year to year. In my own district the 
figure almost invariably lies between 8 and 
12 per cent. My own limited experience of 
the benefit of pasteurisation may be summed 
up by quoting one particular instance. This 
concerns the Milk-in-Schools Scheme instituted 
by the Milk Marketing Board. It was decided 
when this Scheme was adopted in this area 
to supply pasteurised milk to the schoolchildren 
because of the fairly high incidence of tuber- 
culous infection in our ordinary milk, and it is 
sufficient to say that, though the pasteurised 
milk has been tested biologically for tuberculosis 
‘ach month since 1934, not one sample has 
proved positive, while samples taken from each 
farm supplying the pasteurising plant have 
shown approximately 10 per cent. to be infected 
with tuberculosis. Enquiries have shown that 
similar results are found in centres where 
pasteurisation is carried out on a much larger 
seale, 

With regard to the effect of pasteurisation on 
the quality of the milk itself, it is now generally 
accepted that if the process is carefully carried 
out it has an almost negligible effect on the 
nutritive qualities of the milk. (The majority of 
opinion is that apart from a slight reduction in 
the mineral content and slight injury to vitamin C 
there is little change in the milk.) 

It is also argued, and rightly so, that pasteurisa- 
tion is a safeguard against milk-borne disease, 
e.g., typhoid, scarlet fever, septic sore throat, 
etc., provided any contamination of the milk 
takes place before pasteurisation (I have always 
been of the opinion that the fact that milk can 
be contaminated by human agency after 
pasteurisation has been overlooked in the past, 
but doubtless any legéslation would include 
provisions to prevent such an occurrence should 
the policy be widely adopted). 

would emphasise that, for many reasons, I 
am not in favour of the general adoption of 
pasteurisation of milk but what worries me 
rather is the lack of convincing argyment to show 
that it is definitely inadvisable. It is in the 
hope that some such argument will be brought 
forward that I write this letter. 


Yours 
GEORGE TULLIS, 
Veterinary Officer. 
Public Health Office, 
Wallasey. 


May 3rd, 1937, 


P.S.—I had written this letter before T saw 
the report of the debate in the House of Lords 
on the subject, in the Record of May Ist. 

G. T, 
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THE “MISS ALEEN CUST” MEMORIAL FUND 
To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Will you be so kind as to insert the 
following list of subscribers to the “ Miss Aleen 
Cust” Memorial Fund, SK, 

We would like to thank contributors for their 
donations so promptly sent and at the same time 
express the hope that many more men and 
women graduates will support the Fund. 

Yours faithfully, 
P. L. WILLIAMs, 
O. B. Woopwarp, 


(Joint Treasurers). 


Sir Frederick Hobday, 

P. J. Howard, 

B. M. Lock, 

V. Tillemont-Thomason, 

I. Hollander, 

U. M. L. Delavoye, 

M. Silverman, 

V. C. Hickman 

M. J. Farman, 

Rh. E. Holman, 

>» M. Ford, 

M. Jaques, 

M. E. Strong, 

P. L. Williams and 

O. B. Woodward. 
Subscriptions may be sent to:-— 
P. L. Williams, 35, Foregate Street, Stafford, or 
O. B. Woodward, Walpole House, Burton-on- 

Trent, Staffs. 


Walpole House 
Burton-on-Trent. 


May 4th, 1937. 


‘ 


PHARMACY AND POISONS ACT, 1933 
To THe Epiror or THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—By the above Act it is an offence for 
anyone other than a registered pharmacist to use 
any title, emblem or description reasonably 
calculated to suggest that he or anyone employed 
in the business possesses any qualification with 
respect to the selling, dispensing or compounding 
of drugs or poisons other than the qualifications 
which he in fact possesses. 

For the purposes of this sub-section the use of 
the description “ Pharmacy” in connection with 
a business carried on on any premises shall be 
deemed to be reasonably calculated to suggest 
that the owner of the business and the person 
having control of the business on those premises 
are registered pharmacists. (Sub-section (2), 
Section 3, P. and P. Act, 1933.) 

If a person acts in contravention of the fore- 
going provisions of this section, he shall, on 
summary conviction, be liable in respect of each 
offence to a fine not exceeding £20, and in 
the case of a continuing offence to a further fine 
not exceeding £5 for every day subsequent to 
the day on which he is convicted of the offence 
during which the’ contravention continues. 
(Sub-section (3), Section 3, P. and P. Act, 1933.) 

Perhaps the above provisions of the Act are 
not sufficiently well) known in veterinary 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


May 8th, 1937. 


raclices where members of the R.C.V.S. would 
»e Welll-advised substitute the word 
“ Dispensary ” for that of “ Pharmacy.” 


Yours faithfully, 
Tuomas LISHMAN. 


N.B.—A corporate body may use the descrip- 
tion “Pharmacy” if it is an authorised seller 
of poisons, because not being an individual it 
cannot be a pharmacist. TI 
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ELECTROCUTION OF DOGS AND CATS 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

May I cape, in connection with dog electro- 
cution in this country, that death is obtained in 
three seconds, or even less! Captain C. W. Hume 
appears to think that unconsciousness in that 

eriod would mean _ that electrocution was 
1umane, but with the method used at our clinics 
the dog is killed. 

Many veterinary surgeons have seen the 
apparatus at work and testify to its remarkable 
speed and efficiency. There are no spasms, there 
is no time for suffering. 

The experiments in U.S.A. do not seem to have 
any bearing on the method used by this League 
for destroying dogs; their purpose was alien to 
ours, the method of applying the current was 
different and the experimenters do not claim 
that their conclusions apply to destruction of 
dogs in the British apparatus. 

n interesting correspondence might arise on 
the question of what is the cause of death. 
Captain Hume has a theory (ventricular fibrilla- 
tion of the heart), but there are other theories 
and I cannot trespass on the preserves of the 
schoolmen. All I can do is to point out that 
every veterinary surgeon who has the 
method we use is amazed at its suitability for 
the work it does and the comment frequently 
is, “I wish I could afford to buy one.” 

Yours faithfully, 
C. R. Jouns, 
Secretary. 
National Canine Defence League, 
Victoria Station House, 
London, S.W.1. 
April 30th, 1937. 


ADVERTISER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 


FELINE DISTEMPER VACCINE 


Researches have been carried out during the past few years at 
the Wellcome Physiological Research Laboratories on cat distemper, 
during which it was found that injections of the vaccine produced 
in cats an immunity which lasted several weeks. 

A large number of cats have been inoculated and it has been 
shown that, although exposed to infection—as, for instance, while 
travelling and at shows—the animals have, in almost every case, 
escaped the disease. 

A vaccine prepared by the Wellcome Physiological Research 
Laboratories is now issued by Burroughs Wellcome & Co. and is 
designed for the prophylactic treatment of cats which are apparently 
in perfect health and which have not been exposed to infection for 
some weeks. It should be noted that the vaccine is not intended for 
the treatinent of cats which have been brought into recently-infected 

remises. Animals which have to be removed should be injected 
fore such removal. 

The dose of the vaccine is 1 c.c. subcutaneously—given in any 
convenient site, followed by another 1 c.c. seven to ten days later. 

The timely introduction of this vaccine will no doubt be much 
welcomed by veterinarians, especially those whose patients include 
cats of the more valuable breeds—particularly Persian and Siamese 
cats, whose mortality from cat distemper is high. 

** Wellcome ’’’ Brand Feline Distemper (Enteritis) Prophylactic 
Vaccine is supplied only to veterinary surgeons. It is issued in 
germ-proof containers of 1 c.c. 


